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SERIES: UNSHAKABLE HOPE IN A SHAKEN WORLD 

PART 4: WHEN YOU’RE ASKED TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE 
 

Good Morning, everyone, and welcome home, everyone. I love that we’re all 
family whether you’re here for the first time or you have been a part of 
CVCHURCH for 30 years.  I want to thank everyone for your kind emails and 
texts that you have sent to me affirming your love and that you have been 
praying for me. I can feel the strength from your prayers and our belonging to 
each other. 
 
Have you ever had a parent or boss or friend or someone say, “I need you to do 
this for me,” and you go, “There’s no way I can get this done. I don’t have the 
time. I don’t have the money. I don’t have the background, I don’t have the 
talent, I don’t have the connections or network.” Your boss walks in and says, “I 
need this by Tuesday,” and you think, “Yeah, in the next life.” Many times in 
your life you’ll be faced with an impossible situation. What do you do in that 
situation? Daniel 2:10-11 is where I have taken my title for this morning’s 
teaching. “The astrologers replied to the king, ‘No one on earth can tell the 
king his dream! And no king, however great and powerful, has ever asked 
such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! 11 The king’s 
demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, 
and they do not live here among people.’” I encourage you to read the entire 
story in Daniel, chapter 2. King Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful king on the 
planet, had an incredibly disturbing dream that robbed him of his sleep. He 
called for all of his magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers, and he 
demanded that they tell him what he had dreamed. This group served as 
political consultants, trend spotters and religious gurus of the day. Babylonian 
religion, writes Tremper Longman III, “Encouraged looking for portents 
(omens) of the future in dreams and the fantastic occurrences of everyday 
life. Indications of future trends and events could be found in the skies, 
bizarre births, and the shape of animal livers and--as here--in dreams. It is 
in the latter that Babylonian religion and Daniel’s faith come closest, and 
perhaps that is why God chose to speak to Nebuchadnezzar in this way 
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rather than through the birth of a multi-headed ox. After all, God has 
spoken through dreams in the past but not through other means of 
divination so popular in Babylonia.” 
 
One of the profound themes in the book of Daniel is that God is all powerful and 
all wise. It is God who controls the course of world events. It is God who sets up 
leaders and removes others. It is God who reveals deep and mysterious things. 
In the natural, it looked as if Nebuchadnezzar the king had all the power. He 
presumed to have control over Israel and Daniel, but Daniel, the prophet, 
recognizes the truth of the matter. In vs. 21 we learn that he is king because 
God placed him in that role. There is a lesson for all of us Christians here. God 
sets those He wants in power. Obama was placed as our president by God. 
Trump is now in that role, whether we like it or not. We must get our eyes off the 
natural plane and discern God’s purpose and plan with who is in power in the 
world. True wisdom comes from its source, God. Because the text talks about 
magicians, enchanters and astrologists, I want to look first at what the Bible 
says about predicting the future. 
 
I. What God says about predicting the future 
 
A. No one knows the future but God 
 
Please hear me, church. No psychic, no fortune teller, no medium, no 
astrologer. No one knows the future except God. Anyone who tells you they 
know the future is lying. The day before the 911 attack happened, no one would 
have predicted it. Most of the things that happen in your life that are major you 
were surprised by, both the good things and the bad things. Ecclesiastes 8:7 
says, “No one can tell the future.”  I know you have heard of many different 
stories of people who can tell the future, but the Bible is very clear that God is 
the only one that truly knows what the future holds, and He wants you to learn 
to trust your future to Him. Ecclesiastes 10:13-14 says, “Fools base their 
thoughts on foolish assumptions, so their conclusion will be wicked 
madness; 14 they chatter on and on. No one really knows what is going to 
happen; no one can predict the future.” Hear is the truth, loved ones. God 

2 
 



wants to reveal to you only enough that you can obey Him today in this 
moment. And all the rest He wants you to trust Him for. He reveals only what I 
need to obey Him in the moment. He wants me to trust Him for all the rest. 
 
B. All psychics and mediums are frauds and fakes 
 
This on its face sounds like a very harsh statement, but the truth is that the 
Bible says anyone who is able to give you facts about the future or the 
past--and they are not being influenced by the Holy Spirit, who only fills your life 
once you have confessed Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior--is being 
influenced by demonic influences. The obvious effects of the demonic are when 
you see violence, immoral and unethical behaviors and wickedness and evil. 
But what is so tricky and deceptive about enchanters, mediums, psychics, and 
those who claim to talk to the dead is that they can seem to bring good news. 
There is a new superstar Hollywood medium. His name is Tyler Henry. He is 20 
years old. His first message came to him when he was 10 on the eve of his 
grandmother’s death. He predicted it. His first what he calls reading was when 
he was 16 in a small town where he lived. News got out of his abilities, and now 
he is considered the new medium to the stars. The Kardashian's, especially 
Chloe, has taken to him in her new TV show, Revenge Body. She will have 
some of her clients receive readings from Tyler. Tyler is truly a sweet, 
unassuming, kind, gentle, and really precious young man. He is so popular right 
now because his claim to fame is the ability to tell these stars things they have 
never told anyone before. He is astounding them with what he can do and with 
the supposed healing his readings are bringing to people. In the letter of 2 
Corinthians, Paul is addressing what he is calling false prophets, or false 
Christians who are deceitful workers who disguise themselves as being 
representatives of Christ. Paul writes in chapter 11:14-15 “But I am not 
surprised! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no 
wonder that his servants also disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness.” Anyone who traffics in communicating with the other side is 
directly being influenced by demonic spirits, and the goal is to get people to 
focus on themselves and the power of these people so that their hearts will not 
be turned towards Jesus Christ. He holds our future in His hands. God wants 
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you to turn to Him for whatever you need in your life. Only God knows your 
future in detail. Isaiah 44:24-25 says, “This is what the Lord says--your 
Redeemer and Creator: ‘I am the Lord, who made all things. I alone 
stretched out the heavens. Who was with Me when I made the earth? 25 I 
expose the false prophets as liars and make fools of fortune-tellers. I 
cause the wise to give bad advice, thus proving them to be fools.’” 
Deuteronomy 18:14 says, “The nations you are about to displace consult 
sorcerers and fortune-tellers, but the Lord your God forbids you to do 
such things.” Friends, it is satan who is behind the occult, and even with 
someone who is sweet and kind as is this young man. Today, people are still 
fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft, and bizarre cults. Often 
their interest comes from a desire to know and control their future. Satan is no 
less as dangerous today then he was in the O.T. In the Bible, God tells us all we 
need to know about what is going to happen. The information satan offers is 
likely to be distorted or completely false. What most people don’t know is that 
satan will extract a cost from you. Short term fear and paranoia can dominate 
your life. What you might not know is that you open the door to demonic 
influence. The dark world is allowed to influence your life in ways you never 
want. They can afflict your life, your house, buildings, and in other disturbing 
ways. They can influence your thoughts. 
 
C. The test of a true prophet of God is 100% accuracy 
 
The way you know if a person is authentic who says she or he is prophesying or 
making predictions is that they are 100% accurate. Isaiah 8:19-20 says, 
“Someone may say to you, ‘Let’s ask the mediums and those who consult 
the spirits of the dead. With their whisperings and mutterings, they will tell 
us what to do.’ But shouldn’t people ask God for guidance? Should the 
living seek guidance from the dead? 20 Look to God’s instructions and 
teachings! People who contradict His words are completely in the dark.” 
Look at the stark difference. Instead of seeking the spirits of the dead, which are 
demons, God says,”Ask of Me who is the God of life. I am eternal. There has 
never been a time I didn’t exist. All that exists now I created it. Ask Me, and I will 
give you what you need.” James 1:5-8 says, “If you need wisdom, ask our 
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generous God, and He will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for 
asking. 6 But when you ask Him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. 
Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave 
of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 7 Such people should not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Their loyalty is divided 
between God and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do.”  
 
II. What to do when you’re asked to do the impossible 
 
A. Don’t panic or be afraid 
 
This is the first thing you and I are to do when you are facing something in your 
life that seems impossible. In Daniel’s case, he had a legitimate reason to be 
worried. If the government sent someone to assassinate you, you’d probably 
panic. But he didn’t. Daniel 2:14 “When Arioch, the commander of the king’s 
guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and 
discretion.”   Daniel passes his faith test with flying colors. He’s only 17 years 
old, and the most powerful man on the planet has ordered his assassination. 
Instead of having a panic attack or caving into fear and anxiety, the Bible says 
he handled the situation with wisdom and discretion. Question? What are you 
panicked about this morning? A job opportunity, or a problem on the job? Your 
financial situation? I’m never going to get out of debt. Or, I know I should be 
investing somehow, and it is just to overwhelming for me to look into it and take 
action. I wonder if my health is going in the wrong direction. What are you 
worried about? Your marriage? Or, I’m never going to get married. Your future? 
Your dream? The first thing we’re told to do is not panic. 
 
B. Discover the causes behind a terrible decision 
 
When someone asks you to do something that you think is impossible, you want 
to learn all of the facts and what is motivating them to ask you to do what seems 
impossible. For King Nebuchadnezzar, he was furious at his magicians and 
team. The king is clearly afraid. He is having a recurring nightmare. Now he is 
screaming, “You’ve got to tell me!” When people are panicked, and they’re in a 
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crisis, they get emotional. Maybe you’re going to go to work this week, and your 
boss is going to come in, and he or she is really going to come down on you, 
and say, “You’ve got to get this done by this time today.” You feel the pressure. 
What’s going here? Most likely your boss is being pressured by their boss or 
owner. Daniel 2:15 says “He asked Arioch, ‘Why has the king issued such a 
harsh decree?’ So Arioch told him all that has happened.” It’s always wise 
to get the facts. Proverbs 23:23 in the Living Bible says, “Get the facts at any 
price.” In this step, you want to know, “What do I need to know so I know what 
I’ve got to do?” Don’t ever make a decision solely on emotion. Never make a 
major business or life decision just on the way you feel. Feelings often times lie. 
Get the facts at any price. Discover what is the motivation behind a decision 
that is now demanding you to do what feels like it is impossible. 
 
C. Request time to create a solution 
 
When the impossible task comes to you, always ask for time to create a 
solution. The reason to ask for more time is that, in a crisis, the greatest 
temptation you have is to become impulsive. If you’re in a car accident, when 
you get out of that car, you’re not thinking logically. In a car accident, you often 
time feel under siege, and you’re responding emotionally. It is more critical that 
you make the right decision than to make a fast decision. So, when you’re 
facing an impossible situation, take as much time as you can. Step back. Take 
a deep breath. Calm down. Talk to God. Daniel 2:16 says, “Daniel went at 
once to see the king and requested more time to tell the king what the 
dream meant.” Daniel says, “I need time so I can give it my best attempt and 
not simply say it’s impossible like the other guys did. I will seek God, and He 
might just choose to tell me.” You might circle the words “Went at once.” 
Though it’s true you want to take as much time as you can to arrive at the right 
solution, you do want to make contact with the person who has done this as 
quick as you can. Avoid procrastinating. This is where fear can really cost you. 
Daniel goes immediately to the source of his pain. What most people do is they 
move away from the source of pain. That will only prolong and intensify the 
pain. Daniel doesn’t dawdle, delay or distant himself. Question? What are you 
procrastinating on that you know you need to do. What are you pretending in 
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your marriage is not a problem? What are you pretending isn’t a problem in your 
life in all areas of SERFVIP, which stands for your Spiritual, Emotional, 
Relational, Financial, Vocational, Intellectual, and Physical. The only way 
you get rid of fear is to move against it. You can’t argue yourself out of fear. You 
can’t talk yourself out of fear. You face it and take action against it. 
 
D.  Ask for prayer support from your friends  
 
Even though Daniel was young, he had a keen sense of God’s sovereignty and 
purpose and plan for his life. He realized that only the God of Israel, the God of 
the Bible, knows the future, and if he sought God there is a good chance He 
would reveal the king’s dream to him. Daniel 2:17-18 says, “Then Daniel went 
home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had 
happened. 18 He urged them to ask the God of heaven to show them His 
mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be executed along 
with the other wise men of Babylon.” So, he enlisted his friends to pray for 
him and with him. Question? Do you have any prayer partners? If you got in 
your car going home today from church and you were in a major crisis, a big 
accident, who would be the first five people you’d call and say, “I need your 
prayers.” If you don’t know because you don’t have them lined up in advance, I 
highly recommend that you build a prayer team. Every week we have people 
who fill out their Friend’s Card, and they are giving us prayer needs and 
requests every week. We have an incredible prayer team, church. If you want to 
be on it, please sign up on the Friend’s Card, and Joann Whitlow who does an 
incredible job of leading our prayer team, will talk with you about it. There are 
some guidelines. Confidentiality is one of them. We get amazing answers to our 
prayers. But you also need to have your own team. You’re going to have 
problems in your life. One day you will get that phone call. When you do, who 
do you call? This is why every one of us here needs a small group. The best 
place to get your prayer partners is in your small group whom you meet with 
every week.  It’s great to have prayer partners besides your small group, but 
you meet with them every week. I know I can be prayed for every week 
because I go to my small group.  Did you notice he asked them to pray for him 
and the other advisors who were pagans--the enchanters, magicians and 
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astrologists? He had his own lost list. They were nonbelievers, and they all were 
going to die if his God didn’t intervene. You know this is a trademark of a person 
who is devoted to Jesus Christ, because they’re praying for people who have a 
different religion, a different lifestyle and different values and morals. Their love 
for God motivates them to love others who are different from them. So, we have 
learned so far 1) Don’t panic, 2) Discover the causes behind your crisis, 3) 
Request time to create a solution, 4) Ask for prayer support. 
  
E. Pray and expect God to give supernatural help 
 
When you’re facing a situation in which you just don’t know what to do or how to 
handle it, pray and ask God for His supernatural help. This means to ask God 
for His kind of help that you don’t have on your own power. Daniel prayed to 
God to show him what he could never figure out on his own. What are you 
facing right now, and you simply don’t know what to do? Cry out to God and ask 
Him for His supernatural intervention in your life. This is exactly what Daniel did. 
Daniel 2:19a says, “That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a 
vision.” Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Ask Me and I will tell you remarkable secrets 
you do not know about things to come.” God wants to reveal what you need 
to know. You just need to ask Him and expect God to give you His power and 
help. 
 
F. Worship God  
 
What does this mean? Singing and praising God with music is one way to 
worship God. To worship simply means I turn my attention and focus on God. I 
take my focus off of myself and place it on Jesus Christ. After God gave Daniel 
a vision, meaning gave a pictorial of what the future would look like, Daniel 
breaks out in worship of God. We learn three things about worship from Daniel: 
 
1) Praise God for who He is 
 
I praise God for His character. “God, You’re loving, kind, gracious, all powerful, 
all knowing and just.” As you do your Bible reading every day, be looking for 
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what the Bible says about God’s character. Daniel 2:19b-20 says, “Then Daniel 
praised the God of heaven. 20 He said, ‘Praise the name of God forever 
and ever, for He has all wisdom and power.’” God’s name is to be honored, 
loved, adored and revered. There is power in the name of Jesus Christ. We’re 
not to use His name casually or in a common way. Notice what He praises first 
about His character.  Praise the name of God forever, for He has all wisdom 
and power. Yes. God was the only one who could have revealed the king’s 
dream. It is God’s generosity and mercy that, in sharing His wisdom and power 
with Daniel, He spared Daniel’s, his friends’ and the rest of the king’s court’s 
lives. 
 
2) Honor God for what He does 
 
You praise God for who He is, and you honor God for what He does. This is the 
difference between God’s character and God’s actions. Daniel 2:21-22a says, 
“He controls the course of world events; He removes kings and sets up 
other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. 
He reveals deep and mysterious things.” 1 John says, “God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all.” This means, “God, You can see what I can’t see. You 
can hear what I can’t hear. You know what I don’t know. You control all human 
events.” You praise God for who He is, and you honor God for what He’s done 
in your life. 
 
3) Thank God for answering your prayers 
 
The third thing I do in prayer is what Daniel did. You thank Him for what He has 
done in your life. 2:23 says, “I thank and praise You, God of my ancestors, 
for You have given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we 
asked of You and revealed to us what the king demanded.”  This is where 
you express your gratitude for God answering your prayers and making Himself 
real to you.  
 
G. Use what God showed you to save others 
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The 7th thing a devoted follower of Jesus Christ gets to do is when God 
intervenes in your life, you get to use what God shows, use what God gives you 
and use what God blesses you with to save others. Loved ones, life is not about 
you, it is not about me. God has placed you exactly where He wants you to give 
His life and love to others. God wants to bring other people to Himself through 
you. God doesn’t just want to save you He wants to save the whole world. God 
wants to save your family, your friends, the people you work and live near, and 
He wants to save your enemies. In Daniel 2:24, the Bible says, “Then Daniel 
went to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the wise men 
of Babylon. Daniel said to him, ‘Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the 
king, and I will tell him the meaning of his dream.’” I prayed this morning 
(afternoon), “Father God, show me something that will touch and speak to 
someone here today that needs to surrender to Your love, and that they will ask 
You to save them today.” If you’re here today and you haven’t given your life to 
Jesus, I encourage you to do that today. Life won’t make sense until you 
commit your life to your Creator and Savior. 
 
H. Point people to God 
 
This is very critical, loved ones. All the good that is in your life is because of 
what you have allowed God to do in you. You have two choices you can make. 
You can either think that what has happened in your life is because of you, or 
you can choose to believe that all of the good, your talents, skills, relationships, 
health, wisdom, finances, career, and family have been given to you as a gift 
from God.  Daniel gives God all of the credit. He didn’t take any credit at all. 
Daniel at 17 didn’t shrink back from giving God all of the credit, and he pointed 
other people to God. Friends, this is what God has called you and I to be and 
do. What are you all about? Does your life point to yourself or to Jesus Christ? 
This is the decision God wants you to commit to this very moment. Who will you 
live for? If it is Jesus Christ, then you get to start asking Him to put you in 
people’s lives so that you can make a difference in their lives through the power 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s pray. 
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