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“In the Hands of a Sending God”

My name is Scott Alvarez, and I’m the Missional Purpose Leader here at Crescenta Valley Church. Pastor Scott asked me to speak with you today about the Missional purpose, which is one of the five Biblical purposes of CVCHURCH. But before we get to the Missional purpose, I want to show you the context of the five purposes and where they come from. As a purpose-driven church, our DNA is that we focus all of our energy upon Jesus’ Great Commandment and Great Commission to his followers. Rick Warren writes: “a great commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission will grow a great church.” Let’s read the Great Commandment together, let’s begin: “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT). Jesus’ Great Commandment translates into the first two purposes, as you see on the screen: [PHOTO: the Commandment Commission Purposes] The Worship, or Celebration, purpose (love the Lord with all of your heart) and the Ministry purpose (love your neighbor as yourself). Now let’s read the Great Commission together, let’s begin: “Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT). Jesus’ Great Commission took place after his death on the cross, his burial, and his resurrection. Jesus says to his disciples, and to us, that because he has all authority over heaven and earth, he commands them and us to follow the other three purposes, as you see on the screen: [PHOTO: the Commandment Commission Purposes] the Evangelism, or Missional, purpose (go and make disciples), the Fellowship, or Membership, purpose (baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), and the Discipleship, or Maturity, purpose (teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you). These are the five purposes of a healthy church, and they come directly from Jesus’ words to us as his followers. 

Today, we’re going to focus on the Evangelism, or Missional purpose, the “go and make disciples” command from Jesus to us. When I say Evangelism, most people think of a professional evangelist on TV or in a stadium, or they think of someone on the Santa Monica 3rd street promenade street preaching as people walk by them. Most people don’t see themselves as Evangelists, but we all can be missional.  The reason we at CVCHURCH use the word Missional over the word Evangelism is because Missional says that I’m on mission, I’m a missionary even though I’ve rarely stepped foot outside the USA. Wherever I go, where I live, work, and play, I’m planting relational seeds that are empowered by the Holy Spirit to bloom into the relational process of making disciples. Every member is a missionary here at CVCHURCH. Today, I’m going to cast vision for the 12 Missional small groups that have been meeting for the past 8 months and how that is starting to change the culture here at CVCHURCH. 
First, I want us to really grasp and understand the importance of the Missional purpose. In our 21st century culture, we have completely compartmentalized our lives. Our lives play out in many different contexts, each represented by a different place. [PHOTO: Compartmentalized Life] My home life, church life, work life, school life, recreational life, community life, and so on. Most of these parts of our lives happen in distinct venues or places. For example, work takes place at the office, we have a whole set of office relationships and values, many of which are different from the values and relationships we have at home or at church. We designate in our minds some of these places as secular and some of these places as sacred. For most of us, work is a secular place. How many of us do and say things at work that we would never do or say at church? This type of behavior is symptomatic of a compartmentalized life. We all do it. It’s rampant in 21st-century American culture. “Living in the twenty-first century presents a unique set of challenges for those of us in the developed world. Modern conveniences and technology certainly make chores and routine tasks easier, but they also coincide with a lifestyle of disconnectedness from others around us. For the most part, our lives are compartmentalized in such a way that we live with a lack of integration. We speak of our work life, recreational life, family life, and spiritual life. The result for many of us is a dis-integrated life.” That quote is from Brad Brisco and Lance Ford, in the workbook Missional Essentials that our missional small groups are going through. We are in the midst of a cultural shift here at CVCHURCH, and our 12 missional small group leaders and the roughly 120 members of those small groups are the brave pioneers, the early adopters of what I believe is going to change CVCHURCH and the Crescenta Valley forever. These small groups have spent the past 6-8 months completing the first third of their missional training, of learning missional theology, and it has not been a cakewalk. Our lives and culture are so entrenched in their compartmentalization, and our theology so focused on individual redemption rather than collective redemption (which the Bible and Jesus consistently refer to and which we will look at more later) that going through a crash course on missional theology has been challenging. The enemy doesn’t want us to change, friends. He does not want us relating to people who don’t know Jesus. He wants to keep us living compartmentalized lives. I’ll be honest, the first third of the missional essentials workbooks are written in an academic style which makes simple ideas more complex than they need to be. Brad and Lance made it harder than it needed to be, but those workbooks are the best resources we have on the market. Ecclesiastes 11:4 (NLT) teaches us “Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant. If they watch every cloud, they never harvest.” So we dove in with the resources that we had, however imperfect they were.
If you are leading or a part of one of these groups, I want to applaud you. Would you stand? Let’s give these brave pioneers a hand! Two weeks ago we heard from Matt and Camille Guerrero who are leading a missional small group and learning how to relate to people with the love of Jesus where they live, work, and play. You pioneering missional leaders have diligently read the materails before small group meetings, reframed questions to make them simpler, encouraged their groups who thought they weren’t smart enough, or weren’t friendly enough to relate to people who don’t know Jesus, and you have made it through the most challenging part of the training—the theology. Now you are diving into applying this missional theology to modern American living and learning principles of a missional lifestyle. 
[Video: Alan Eustace stratosphere walk]  As Beth Showed us last week with engineer Alan Eustace, who donned a custom-built, 235-pound spacesuit, attached himself to a weather balloon, and rose above 135,000 feet into the stratosphere, from which point he dove to Earth in free-fall, breaking both the sound barrier and reaching speeds of 822 miles per hour, wearing nothing more than a space suit, a parachute, and a go-pro camera. Alan Eustace is a pioneer, and he would tell you that if you are on the cutting edge, you are going to bleed a little bit. If you are one of these brave missional small group pioneers, don’t give up! Churches all over the world are returning to the Gospels to learn and practice Biblical missional living and embracing that they are in the loving hands of a sending God. America and the entire West is being re-taken for the Gospel by missionaries who are re-planting missional communities. It’s happening in Germany, in France, in the UK, and here in the US.
A dis-integrated life—in Jesus day, Roman culture was the same way in many respects. Theirs was a pluralistic society. They had a whole pantheon of Gods, they had a God of war, of business, of home, of love, etc. Go back to the passage in Matthew we read earlier: “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.” Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT). Jesus understood that we have different parts of our bodies, different parts of our lives, but he calls us out to live in unity, in integrity, and to love him with every part of our bodies and in every part of our lives. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one, in unity, integral, the opposite of compartmentalized. Mark’s account of this same exchange between the religious leaders emphasizes this even further. “One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’” Mark 12:28-30 (NLT). The NIV translation phrases it this way: “‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” That’s the first fill-in on your handout, point I. The Lord our God is one.
The basic idea is that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are ONE. They are the same yesterday, today, and forever. They are three different people, each with different roles and attributes yet completely, totally in unity with each other. They are alive and functioning the same way where you work, where you live, and where you play. They are in unity, the complete opposite of compartmentalized. They are integrated, not dis-integrated. They are the same in every place, and that’s what they are modeling for us as they empower us to make disciples of ALL nations, of ALL people. A. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are waiting for you to engage with them where you live, work, and play. 
This compartmentalizing is rampant in modern American culture, which means it’s also influenced the modern American Christian church. We do the same thing with the five purposes of the church that Kathe taught two weeks ago and that we just reviewed—we compartmentalize them. [PHOTO: the Commandment Commission Purposes]  Our American cultural worldview causes us to view the five purposes as cereal boxes on the shelf at Trader Joe’s that I can pick and choose which ones I like based on my tastes and lifestyle. That is not what Jesus commaded us. That is not what he meant by ‘the Lord our God is one’. He commanded us: love God, love your neighbor (and by this he meant your neighbor, the person next to you at work, at home, at play), go and make followers of Jesus (disciples), baptize them, and teach them. Some of us love music, playing, and singing, and are wired more emotionally, so we love the worship purpose (I think of Kathe and Joel). Some of us love helping others, we love serving, contributing, so we love the ministry purpose (I think of Beth, of Fernando). Some of us are natural debaters, so we love telling people about Jesus, we love the evangelism purpose (I think of Rick, of Steve Russo). Some of us love to have fun, we love a good party, we love relating to people, we love the fellowship purpose (I think of Shant Asadoorian, Jeff Harrison). Some of us love the Word, we love the truth, we love rules, we are natural teachers, so we love the discipleship purpose (I think of Pastor Scott, Myke Rost). Each of us will naturally gravitate toward one purpose over the others, but Jesus was very clear about missional living in his commandment and his commission. Francis Chan said, “Simon says, “Pat your head”. We pat our heads. Jesus says, “Go therefore and make disciples…” We memorize that verse.” [PHOTO: Francis Chan quote]. In his book Curious, which we have at the guest center table for any of our guests today, Tom Hughes writes “Throughout the four Gospels of Jesus, he is asked 183 questions. Of those 183 questions, how many do you think he answered directly? Four. He responds to the other 179 questions with a question, a parable, or a cryptic remark that leaves those gathered with even more questions.” When Jesus was asked ‘what is the most important commandment?’ he could have responded with a question, a parable, or a cryptic remark. You know, he could have made a vauge, spiritual-sounding statement like “they are like spokes on a wheel, each equally as important as the others”. But he didn’t, B. Jesus answered the question about missional living directly and clearly. This was one of the 4 questions he answered directly. He obviously wanted us to take him quite literally. I know people who have said “I’m just sitting around waiting to die so that I can go home to be with Jesus”. If that is your approach to life, you aren’t following Jesus. We cannot think of the missional purpose as just another spoke in the wheel or just another pillar in the column. The Lord our God is one! It cannot be the one of the five that we ignore, because if we do, we will miss seeing God’s rule and reign, his utter and complete glory, majesty, power, we will miss growing into our full redemptive potential. The missional purpose is the foundation, it’s the very reason the church exists. It’s the ‘why’ at the core of each of the purposes. It’s the very reason you and I were saved. He doesn’t rescue us from our sin so that we can keep it to ourselves, go about our business, die and go home to be with him. 
How do we know this is true? II. Jesus predicted the viral spread of the Gospel. In Matthew 24:1-14 (NLT), Jesus provided another of his four clear and direct answers. A.  Jesus answered the question about his return. His disciples asked him when he would return to judge the world, and Jesus said: “And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations (and all peoples) will hear it; and then the end will come.” Matthew 24:14 (NLT) How else do we know that the missional purpose is foundational to all of the other purposes? Look around you at the factual evidence that proves that Jesus’ commands are being fulfilled and his predictions are coming true. According to the Pew Research Center, when God sent Jesus to live with us, there was by definition one follower of Jesus, himself. [PHOTO: Pew Sizes of Religious Groups]. In 2010, there were just over 2 billion or roughly a third of the world’s population, following Jesus. In 2050, Pew projects that there will be nearly 3 billion! From 1 to 3 billion in 2050 years, that’s what we call viral growth. Jesus predicted it. It’s happening, all over the world, and all around us. 
Let’s watch this video about the spread of Christianity. [VIDEO: Business Insider Spread of Christianity]. Now that video doesn’t show what’s happening now, as Christianity is in decline in the West, it’s exploding in Asia and the Far East and those countries are sending missionaries back to the West to revitalize Christianity in those places where it is in decline, including in America. Jesus predicted this, and it’s happening now. It’s an undeniable fact! The question is: are we as individuals and as a church family going to participate in what the Holy Spirit clearly is doing? That’s the commitment the missional small groups are making. That’s what God is calling us to. What is holding you back from jumping in with them? What’s preventing you from joining Jesus’ party?
I will close with this, and it’s the most important point of today:

B.  The Holy Spirit empowers redemption both individually and collectively. I want us to fully grasp the mechanism for this viral spread of the Gospel. It’s the most compelling thing I’ve ever realized about God, that Jesus came to send us the Holy Spirit so that God could finally partner in love with the human race. American culture is so individualistic that the Western Church became individualistic, focusing primarily on individual redemption and de-emphasizing collective redemption. How many of us heard at one point in our lives, “turn from your selfish ways toward Jesus” in other words ‘repent of your sin’? And so many of us did, but then we were never told the rest of the story! Of course Jesus speaks to the individual—that’s why we are all sitting here—but he also brings it back to the collective group. He speaks to the individual in the context of the group, to both simultaneously. Here’s how he does it: the impulse to reconcile people back to God is from the Holy Spirit. We do the relating as Jesus with skin on, partnering with the Holy Spirit. Jesus modeled for us how a Holy-Spirit empowered human being behaves around those who aren’t yet full of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Sprit lives on the inside of everyone who has chosen to follow Jesus and surrendered their lives to Jesus. Jesus released the Holy Spirit all over the world by the Father sending Jesus to die so that the Holy Spirit could resurrect Him and spark the viral spread of the Gospel. God’s Good News spreads relationship by relationship, as the Holy Spirit inside Jesus’ followers partners with the Holy Spirit working to woo, challenge, and confront people who don’t know him. When they choose to follow Jesus, their spirit is married with the Holy Spirit and they are added in number to the 2 billion already connected in that way. That’s how the Holy Spirit spreads the Gospel. Think of it this way: Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to many, but specifically to his 12 disciples. Jesus made 12 followers, who made 12, who made 12, who made 12, and so on. That’s how you go from 1 to 3 billion in 2050 years. All empowered by the Holy Spirit whom Jesus came to Earth to release. Here’s what Jesus himself said to his followers about it: “But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate (or Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor) won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me.” John‬ ‭16:7-9‬ ‭NLT Jesus, by himself, couldn’t be at all places at once—he chose as a human being to be limited in space during his time on earth, just like us. So when he was here on Earth, people had to physically go see him in order to relate to him. Jesus’ Good News could never spread virally that way. It would spread linearly, one person at a time, limited by the number of people Jesus could relate to as one human being. [VIDEO: Viral growth vs. Linear Growth] Jesus chose to be bound by the human limits of time and space. We cannot be in all places at all times (we don’t have the power of omnipresence) but the Holy Spirit does. The Holy Spirit is omnipresent, and he’s empowering missional relationships between followers of Jesus and those who don’t know Jesus billions of times all over the world right now. That’s why the Father, and the Son sent the Holy Spirit, to transcend space and time and be able to relate to everyone, everywhere, at the same time. The Holy Spirit is at work out there, right now. He’s planting seeds and growing a good crop. He’s waiting for you to go harvest it. Let’s pray.
