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SERIES: UNSHAKABLE HOPE IN A SHAKEN WORLD 

PART 3: WHEN YOUR VALUES ARE DEVALUED 
 

Good Morning. I sure love each one of you and am excited about today’s 
teaching which is our 3rd installment in our series “UNSHAKABLE HOPE IN A 
SHAKEN WORLD.” I want to look at the subject with you WHEN YOUR 
VALUES ARE DEVALUED. Starting at about age five, you’re going to spend the 
better part of the next two decades getting an education. And, hopefully, that 
education will continue with your learning for the rest of your life. Did you know 
that the Bible has a lot to say about the importance of you getting an education? 
Jesus said in Matthew 22:37 that, “You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.”  How do you love God with your 
mind? By using it and developing it for His purposes and plans. Let me share a 
few verses with you about learning and education. Proverbs 19:8 says, “To 
acquire wisdom is to love oneself; people who cherish understanding will 
prosper.”  The Bible says you respect yourself and value yourself when you 
get an education, and then remember it, and you’re going to prosper. That is 
another word for success. Part of being successful in life is getting a good 
education. It is not an accident that in many countries of the world the first 
school and the first hospital were started by Christians and the church. The 
church invented the hospital. Did you know that? We are a preaching, teaching 
and healing faith system. Your education doesn’t end with school. To be 
successful you’re going to be learning the rest of your life. Proverbs 24:5 “The 
wise are mightier than the strong, and those with knowledge grow 
stronger and stronger.” Wisdom brings strength and knowledge and power. 
The Bible actually says that getting an education is a good investment of your 
time and your life and your money. It is an investment in yourself. Proverbs 4:13 
says, “Take hold of my instructions; don’t let them go. Guard them, for 
they are the key to life.” A wise student learns how to guard their education 
and what they have learned. I want to discuss with you today how to guard your 
education so you get the most out of it. Two weeks ago, we looked at the test of 
when your life is filled with a massive amount of change. Last week, we looked 
at how to deal with the pressure there is from without and within to conform to 
everything but God’s Word, purpose and plan for your life. Today, I want to look 

1 
 



at the last test that we learn from Daniel in his teenage years. I want to look at 
with you, “What do you do when your faith is challenged?” 
 
Daniel and his three friends are chosen by King Nebuchadnezzar to be trained 
fully in the Babylonian ways. It was tantamount to a three year indoctrination 
program. All of what they will learn is antagonistic to the God of the Hebrews, 
because the Babylonian culture was filled with polytheism, and it was a pagan 
educational system. Daniel 1:4 & 5b says, “King Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded: ‘Select only strong, healthy and good-looking young men,’ 
he said. ‘Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are 
gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in the 
royal palace. Train these young men in the language and literature of 
Babylon.’… 5bThey were to be trained for three years, and then they enter 
the royal service.” Part of their education would include myths and all kinds of 
superstitions about multiple gods and all kinds of occultic practices and false 
science and fallacies and bad logic and reason. There was much they did learn 
that was very beneficial. They were great students of the stars. In an article by 
Megan Gannon in the Journal of Live Science, she references a clay tablet with 
cuneiform characters formed by the arrangement of small wedge-shaped 
elements used in ancient Sumerian, Akkadian, Assyrian, Babylonian, and 
Persian writing. According to science historian Mathieu Ossendrijver, it proves 
that the ancient Babylonians used a complex geometrical model that looks like 
a rudimentary form of integral calculus to calculate the path of Jupiter. Scientists 
previously thought this mathematical technique was invented in medieval 
Europe. What they learned from science they then used it for religious reasons. 
It wasn’t for astronomy but for astrology. The Babylonians believed that there 
were many kinds of gods, and that they spoke to us everyday in omens by what 
color the planets were. So if the moon was this color then one of the gods was 
saying this. If Jupiter was this color, then one of the gods was saying this. The 
Babylonians invented the Zodiac. They believed that God spoke through all of 
these stars. Out of this kind of thinking arose mystics, psychics, fortunetellers 
and your star gazers, and this was part of what Daniel and his three friends 
would be exposed to. In Daniel 1:18 the Bible says when their three-year period 
of training was over they graduated to the king’s court. In v. 20 the Bible says, 
“Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and 
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balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the 
magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom.” Daniel and his three 
friends, because of their relationship with God, excelled at the education they 
were exposed to. So what I want to talk with you about today is: How do you as 
a student now, or as you continue to educate yourself, learn what the world 
wants to teach you without losing your faith? This is an extremely important 
thing you need to know. Please hear me, loved ones. Your education actually is 
only as good as the content you learn. You can go to school all your life, but if 
you’re learning phony, fake, false, unscientific, untrue content, it’s not going to 
help you. This is what has happened in our country here in America. In 1962 
and 63 the Supreme Court, in three major rulings, took the Bible and prayer out 
of school. Up to that time, for over 300 hundred years the Bible had been the 
primary textbook in public education. The Bible was the primary textbook for 
education in America. That is what made our country great. In fact, did you 
know that every one of the Ivy League schools were started by pastors to train 
pastors? Our American education was Christian when it started. Harvard, Yale 
and Princeton were started by pastors to train pastors. All of the Ivy League 
schools were started by Christians to train Christians except Cornell. When the 
courts rejected Christianity they replaced it with another religion called secular 
humanism. Like Buddhism it’s a religion without a god, but it’s a religion. The 
founder of modern education was John Dewey. He is a very famous humanist, 
and he called humanism our common faith. In 1933 a group of educators got 
together to write the Humanist Manifesto which Dewey and other famous 
educators signed. In that document secular humanism is called a religion. Julian 
Huxley, a famous atheist of that day, called secular humanism religion without 
revelation. In other words, without a bible, without a text. Like Babylon, America 
has replaced Christianity with another religion called secular humanism. What 
that means is that if you went to university in the last few decades, it’s not 
uncommon if you grew up in public education and learned from people who 
belittle the Bible, attack your beliefs, contradict your values, ridicule your faith, 
laugh at your moral stance, your values and your ethics. They’re going to laugh 
at you. With today’s opposition to the Christian worldview, they’re even making 
movies about that now. If you haven’t seen God is Not Dead, 1 and 2, I highly 
recommend that you do. A new movie has come out entitled THE CASE FOR 
FAITH by the author of the book with the same title--LEE STROEBEL. I 
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recommend that you see that movie also. 
 
Rick Warren has spoken three times at the World Economic forum in Davos 
Switzerland. It is a gathering of all of the braniacs, the intellectuals of Europe, 
the bankers of Europe, and they are very secular. He said that he shocked them 
the last time he was there when he said the future of the world is not 
secularism. He said, “We’re becoming more religious in different religions. Islam 
and Christianity are the two fastest growing religions in the world. Islam is 
growing through birthrate. And Christianity is growing through conversions.” He 
told them, “You’re going to have to learn how to live in a pluralistic world of 
people who disagree with you. But it’s not going to be primarily secularism.” So, 
church, since public schools, particularly universities, are the seedbed or the 
primary bastion of unbelief, I want us to look at today: How do you excel in 
school, in your business, where you live--and you can graduate the top of your 
class just like Daniel and his three friends did--when you don’t agree with a lot 
of what you’re being taught? How do you do that without losing your faith? 
 
Daniel’s Third Test: Challenges to His Faith 
 
How to excel in your edicuation and not lose your faith: 
 
I. Decide in advance to stand for God 
 
The time to choose your loyalty is before the test happens. Before you go back 
to school, before you go back to work. Jesus said in John 16:33, “Here on 
earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I 
have overcome the world.”  Loved friends, Jesus said you are not to be 
shocked that your faith is going to be tested at school, at work and in your 
culture. 2 Timothy 2:13 says, “Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” If you choose to live like a 
chameleon so people don’t know you are a Christ follower, you will get the least 
amount of resistance. But if you live your life as a fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ, you will experience resistance, ridicule, reluctance, and some will be 
repulsed by you. If you stand for truth and for Jesus Christ, you will suffer some 
level of embarrassment and humiliation. Parents, you must prepare your 
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students for this. You will hear from our son Dr. Wood in a few moments about 
this. For us adults, just know as you step out and live your life for Christ there 
will be resistance to you because of Jesus Christ. In Matthew 5:11-12 Jesus 
says, “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie 
about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are My 
followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits 
you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in 
the same way.”  
 
I am doing my best to prepare you as parents and as young people to be 
prepared for this test and challenge to your faith. During your education and in 
your life--and I have emphasized these test in this series--you’re going to have 
a lot of tests. You will have geography tests, sociology tests, math tests, 
science tests, English, Spanish and other language tests. But the most 
important test you’ll ever take during your education here in life--the most 
important test--is the test of your faith. You can fail these other tests, but you 
cannot afford to fail the test of your faith because it has eternal implication. And 
the truth is, you have three options you can take when you are faced with 
ridicule and harassments for your faith. You can take a dive, you can withdraw 
to survive, or you can determine to thrive. You can dive and say, “Forget it. I’m 
dropping my faith. I won’t stand up for my faith.” You can withdraw to survive. 
That’s where you pull back and you compartmentalize your life. “I will keep my 
faith for church and myself,” or you can choose to thrive. This is what Daniel 
and his three friends did. They excelled at their education because they were 
prepared. They didn’t let false ideas blow them away. Daniel 1:8 says, “But 
Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine 
given to them by the king.” Students, employers, employees, and every one 
of us--you must decide in advance to make a commitment that says, “I’m going 
to protect my mind, will, emotions, and body.” How do you do this? Proverbs 1:7 
says, “Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and discipline.” To fear the Lord means to live a life that 
honors and respects God, and to live in awe of His character and power. 
Friends, one day you will stand before God at the end of your life. That’s your 
final exam. The Father will ask you what did you do with My Son. Did you love 
Him? Did you repent of your sins and humble yourself and receive My 
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forgiveness? Did you live your life for your own prestige, power, possessions, 
and pleasure, or did you live your life to please Me? Proverbs 15:33 says, “Fear 
of the Lord teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor.” The proper fear, 
reverence, honor, and respect for God is the only foundation upon which a 
godly life can be built. That which nurtures and fosters the fear of God can 
properly be labeled the instruction that leads to wisdom. Loved ones, the first 
step in excelling in your education so you are left standing strong in your faith is 
to make the decision in advance, right now, to stand for God. 
 
II. Never stop learning 
 
Never stop learning. This is one of the slogans of our staff and team here at 
CVCHURCH: ALL LEADERS ARE LEARNERS. You won’t be a leader if 
you’re not a learner. And dear ones, we’re all called to be leaders, therefore 
learners. The greatest resistance I have received from people in our CV family 
are those who don’t value learning every day. Why can’t we do it like we have 
always done it? Easy to answer. Because things have changed. I was talking to 
a friend about a couple we both know who are struggling, and one of the 
spouses said to him, “I just want my old spouse back.” The problem with that 
sentiment is that it is impossible. Hey, Church, I am not the same person Kathe 
married 39 years ago, and she is not the same person I married 39 years ago. 
One of the leading reasons for divorce is that either both or one of the spouses 
have stopped learning. Having a humble heart and an eager mind to learn in all 
7 areas of SERFVIP is mandatory. SERFVIP stands for your Spiritual, 
Emotional, Relational, Financial, Vocational, Intellectual and Physical 
aspects of your life. Once you stop learning, you start dying. So what is the 
new skill you’re going to learn this year. Proverbs 18:15 says, “Intelligent 
people are always ready to learn. Their ears are open for knowledge.” One 
of the most important skills you can learn is to listen. Listen to your leaders and 
mentors. Listen to your spouse. This one skill can save your marriage. 
Marriages get into trouble when one or both spouses stop listening to their 
mate, or they criticize their spouse for how they think, feel and act. This is 
detrimental to relationships and learning. Proverbs 19:8 says, “To acquire 
wisdom is to love oneself; people who cherish understanding will 
prosper.” This is incredible, church. God says you’re actually doing yourself a 
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favor when you learn His will, ways and word for your life. It is the best thing you 
can do for you. I love you, friends. I want you to succeed in your relationship 
with Jesus, your relationships, your career, your finances. It’s important to know 
the difference between knowledge and wisdom. 
 
Knowledge: Information gained from education and experience 
 
The more you know, the more background you have to accomplish the task and 
solve the problems in your life. Knowledge and information. 
 
Wisdom: Seeing and responding from God’s viewpoint 
 
Wisdom in your relationships is seeing them from God’s viewpoint and 
responding as He would have you respond. Wisdom is seeing your finances 
from God’s viewpoint and responding from God’s viewpoint. This is true for your 
career, your emotional and physical life as well. When have wisdom you start 
understanding the meaning of things. That’s when you become wise. You can 
have 4 PhD’s to your name and still not know what who you are. Where did I 
come from? Where am I headed? What’s the meaning of my life? Is there any 
significance to me? Does my life matter? What’s my purpose? What’s my 
meaning? You see, friends, those questions are not solved by knowledge. The 
most fundamental, the deepest questions of your life are solved by wisdom not 
by knowledge, and wisdom only comes from God. Decide in advance to stand 
for Jesus Christ and never stop learning. 
 
III. Steep myself in God’s Word 
 
If I want to excel in my education in life, and if I want to graduate with honors, I 
must steep myself in God’s Word. Dear friend, you must steep yourself in God’s 
Word. Do you know what it means to steep your tea bag? You take a tea bag, 
you dunk it in hot water, and you let it sit in that hot water up to 10-15 minutes. 
This doesn’t happen fast. Often times I will get my tea ready by putting the tea 
bags in hot water and then go take my shower before I get going for my day.  I 
want those tea bags to be saturated and to soak in that hot water. Why? 
Because that is how you extract all the flavor out of the tea bags. This is the 
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same process with God’s Word, the Bible. This is why I have promoted reading 
through our bookmark for the 24 years so far I have had the privilege of being 
the lead pastor here at CVCHURCH. If you read your Bible fast, it’s like flying a 
jet over the country. You don’t see any of the details. Time with God is of the 
essence, and you need to read your Bible every day. To be a student of God’s 
word, you want to read it every day and write down the scriptures that jump out 
at you and memorize them. There are verses you need to put in your mind so 
that they’re there, and God can bring them to mind when you’re tempted or you 
need to answer something. The alternative to success in life is failure. You want 
to succeed, right? You need me to succeed in my life and I need you to 
succeed in your life. Joshua 1:8-9 says, “Study this book of instruction 
continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey 
everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you 
do. 9This is My command--be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Church, 
God is not a man that He can lie. This is God’s promise to you. You want to be 
successful and prosperous in your life? Study God’s Word continually, meditate 
on it day and night, and then obey it. That will make you wise. And, with 
wisdom, the Bible says, comes riches, honor and all kinds of blessings. Psalm 
119:104 says, “Your commandments give me understanding; no wonder I 
hate every false way of life.” In other words, I know the authentic so well I can 
see a phony and fake a mile away. Your commandments give me 
understanding. Psalm 119:99 says, “Yes, I have more insight than my 
teachers, for I am always thinking of Your laws.” To excel in your 
educational pursuits throughout your life so that you grow stronger in your faith 
and not lose it, you get to make the commitment that says I’m not listening to 
what man says, what public opinion says or what the culture says. I’m listening 
to what God says. I choose to build the foundation of my life on God’s Word. 
Proverbs 15:14 says, “A wise person is hungry for knowledge, while the 
fool feeds on trash.” 
 
IV. Choose believers as my best friends 
 
One of the reasons Daniel succeeded in his 3 years of indoctrination to the 
Babylonian culture was that he had his three friends. He was not alone. They 
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had their own small group. Choose believers as your best friends. God wants 
you to have non-believers as friends, too. God wants you to love everyone, and 
the best way to reach the lost is to befriend them. You don’t lead people to 
Jesus who are your enemies, but they are your friends. But your best friends, 
the ones you hang out with the most, must be strong believers. Why? Because 
is it easier for me to pull you up or for you to pull me down? There’s no doubt 
about that. It’s always easier to pull people down than to pull them up. Make 
sure you relationships are pulling you up. I can predict the kind of person you’re 
going to be in 10 years if you’ll just tell me two things: 1) the people you spend 
the most time with, and, 2) tell me what you’re reading and listening to. Because 
your friends and what your reading and listening to will determine your future. 
We are so concerned about air and water pollution, and we should be. But do 
you even give any thought to mind pollution. Garbage in garbage out. 1 
Corinthians 15:33 says, “Don’t be fooled by those who say such things, for 
‘bad company corrupts good character.’” Choose your friends wisely. I 
encourage you to get in a small group, if you’re not in one. That is one of the 
best ways to get to know people who could become your friends. 
 
V. Stay connected to a church, a small group and a ministry 
 
To finish strong in your faith and your own spiritual race, all three of these are 
essential. You need input, you need output and you need support. You’re going 
to need support when you go for your education and work at every stage, 
because your faith is going to be tested. The first thing you need is a church 
family for support. Here at CVCHURCH we’re working really hard to encourage 
every one of you to participate every Sunday and get involved and to make a 
commitment to connect with others when you are here. Don’t just come in, 
worship, listen to the teaching, and then leave. That is not what this church is 
about. We’re all about connecting with each other and especially with our 
guests. In order for a guest and newcomer who has been coming for 2-4 weeks 
to feel welcome, they need to see we’re consistent in reaching out to them and 
helping them feel comfortable here, and that they can connect here with us. Did 
you know that people who come who do not have a relationship with Jesus yet 
are not so much looking for a connecting with God, but what they want to know 
is can they connect with us? Hebrews 10:25 says, “And let us not neglect our 
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meeting together as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.” The author tells 
us not to neglect. Meeting together on Sundays, in our small groups and getting 
together with each other must be a decision you make. Something you do that 
is intentional. It happens too often that some of you that needed what God said 
to us on a given Sunday, you weren’t here. It isn’t the same as just watching on 
the internet. There is so much interaction, hugging and loving that goes on that 
you can’t get by simply watching or listening online. You also will want to be in a 
small group. I am so proud of many of you who are recently new to us as your 
CV family, and you’re already getting into a small group. The people who I 
seeing growing here are those who come regularly on Sunday, they’re in a 
small group, and they are involved in serving and giving their life away. God 
wants us to take what we have learned in our education process and benefit 
other people with our gifts and experience. 
 
VI.  Remember that God will reward me 
 
God has promised--Jesus has promised--repeatedly over and over that you will 
receive great rewards in eternity for every time you are harassed for your faith, 
when you are criticized, insulted, shunned and made fun of because you stand 
for Jesus Christ and His Word and the biblical truth. The Bible says you will be 
rewarded. Please read out loud with me Matthew 5:11-12, “God blesses you 
when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you, and say all 
sorts of evil things against you because you are My followers. 12 Be 
happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. 
And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.” 
Jesus says when you are put down for Him, you’re in the same category as 
Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Moses. Only Daniel and John were given an 
extensive revelation of what the end of human history will look like. Paul gives 
us a glimpse of what will happen in Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God 
elevated him (Jesus) to the place of highest honor and gave Him the name 
above all other names, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Just 
imagine this scene at the end of history. Everyone who’s ever lived is going to 
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be kneeling before Jesus Christ. Everyone will confess that Jesus is Lord. 
Some of them in praise, because they’ve said it all their lives. And some of then 
in judgment to themselves, because they’ve denied it all their lives. Please hear 
me. In the billions of people who kneel before our God, all of your teachers, 
professors are going to kneel and say Jesus is Lord. All of your friends who 
made fun of you are going to kneel on that day and say Jesus is Lord. Freud, 
Stalin, Hitler, Marx, Darwin, Plato, Aristotle, Hawkins, will be confessing that 
Jesus is truly the Lord. Every atheist who refused in their pride to say it will now 
be on their knees saying Jesus is Lord. Don’t worry, God wins in the end. 
History is His story. Ad you don’t need the approval of other people to feel good 
about yourself. God the Father created you, Jesus died for you and the Holy 
Spirit lives in you, you don’t need their approval. Let’s pray. 
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