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SERIES: CHRISTMAS CHEER  

PART 5: CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR CHANGE 
 
Have you ever had one of those situations where you felt so 
awkward, uncomfortable and embarrassed that you wished 
you could immediately disappear into the Witness Protection 
Program? Wouldn’t it be great if, when you’re in those 
moments, you could bring about change in such a way that it 
would turn out exactly how you dreamed it could be? Just to 
be able to wave a wand and have all the hurt, pain, 
disappointment, and embarrassment disappear. 
 
But what about those unhealthy characteristics that have 
developed in our lives over long periods of time? The 
problem is we don’t really think about getting out of those 
anymore. But we really should be concerned by some of the 
attitudes, passions, values and character in our spiritual life 
that we’ve developed. What if God could see into our lives, 
and He wanted to save us? Save us from ourselves. Throw us 
a spiritual life-line.   
 
That’s exactly what God wants to do. Regardless of where 
you are in your spiritual journey today, I want to tell you that 
God wants to help change you into the person that He has in 
mind for you to be. He wants to create you to be an original 
masterpiece. Unless you are already perfect. Is there anybody 
who is already perfect? I’ve got the right audience here. But 
change is what God is all about. Change is what God is best 
at. Change is what He dreams about. Change is what God 
delights in the most. Romans 12:2 says, “Don’t copy the 
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behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  
 
The good news is that God is already in the process of 
changing you to be His original masterpiece. Ephesians 2:10 
says, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He 
planned for us long ago.” You may not even know this is 
happening to you yet, but God is creating something in you.   
 
God’s style of change is not about just making us into polite 
little people. It’s about total transformation. He cares about 
all of you. He wants to change your character. He wants to 
change your values, your passions, your attitudes. And He 
wants to change your spiritual growth. He doesn’t want to 
just soften the rough spots. He wants to sculpt your life into a 
masterpiece. 
 
I’ve talked to a lot of people who just don’t see change 
happening in their life. They feel like everybody else is 
changing around them, but they’re not changing. I want you 
to know that change is possible.  
 
There are four actions steps to take in learning: What to do 
when change seems distant. God’s will for us is to empower 
us and give us the ability to keep changing, growing and 
maturing into the people He has designed us to be. The 
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question we have to ask is, “How can we participate in this 
change-transformation process?” 
 
I. Embrace God’s preferred future for you 
 
Here’s the deal. God wants to make you like Jesus. Romans 
8:28-29 states God’s preferred future. What do I mean by 
preferred future? It means the future that has more value and 
is more valuable. God’s preferred future is a superior future. 
It is the future that He has chosen for you. What is it? 
 
Read these verses out loud with me, “And we know that 
God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to His 
purpose for them. 29For knew His people in advance, and 
He chose them to become like His Son, so that His Son 
would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” 
 
The Bible says that God’s preferred future—His superior 
future for you—is all about helping change you so that you 
are like Jesus. This means that the Holy Spirit is working full 
time in our lives to move us from unwholeness to the holiness 
of Jesus. Holy is a scary word for many people. It’s 
intimidating. Holiness has been terribly misunderstood and 
abused by Christians who have reduced God’s holiness to 
rules, regulations and rituals. 
 
I want you to understand what it means to be holy. First read 
with me, out loud, 1 Peter 1:13-16, “So think clearly and 
exercise self-control. Look forward to the gracious 
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salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the world. 14So you must live as God’s 
obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of 
living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any 
better then. 15But now you must be holy in everything you 
do, just as God who chose you is holy. 16For the Scriptures 
say, ‘You must be holy because I am holy.’” 
 
To be holy means that we have been set apart to have 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. We are made 
holy by the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:14 says, “For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” Galatians 
5:22-23 says, “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 
fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.” To 
be holy means that we surrender our lives to the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us and, as we allow Him to create us into the 
image and character of Jesus Christ, our lives take on the 
personage of Jesus who is holy. This is God’s preferred 
future for you and for me—that we become more like Jesus. 
This only happens as we soak our minds in God’s Word and 
obey the Holy Spirit’s leading in our lives. Galatians 5:16-18 
says, “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then 
you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. 17The 
sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of 
what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that 
are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These 
two forces are constantly fighting each other. 18But when 
you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under 
obligation to the Law of Moses.” 
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God’s preferred future for you and me is that we are 
constantly changing as we allow the Holy Spirit to be in 
control of our lives, and we follow His lead. When you do 
that, you can’t help but become more like Jesus. This is what 
it means to live a life of holiness. The fruit of the Holy Spirit 
will be evident in your life. 
 
II.  Enter into cooperation with God 
 
1 Peter 2:1-5 says, “So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done 
with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech. 
2Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk 
so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. 
Cry out for this nourishment, 3now that you have had a 
taste of the Lord’s kindness. 4You are coming to Christ, 
who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was 
rejected by people, but He was chosen by God for great 
honor. 5And you are living stones that God is building 
into His spiritual temple. What’s more, you are His holy 
priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer 
spiritual sacrifices that please God.”  
 
Peter says that we’re to enter into a cooperation with God; 
God does His part, we do our part. Our part is to get rid of 
evil behavior. We’re to stop certain habits and to pick up new 
habits. Our role is to cooperate with Him. How do you 
cooperate with Him? By giving over your will and aligning 
yourself with God’s desires. It’s aligning our will with God’s 
will and aligning ourselves with His desires. I surrender my 
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will to His will. What does that look like today, tomorrow, 
this week? It means that I become selfless whenever I can. I 
surrender my will—what I want to do, to God’s will—what 
He wants me to do.   
 
When you cooperate with God, it’s uncomfortable. Here’s 
probably a better word than uncomfortable. It’s unnatural.  
That’s what cooperation is. It just feels unnatural. And 
unnatural things feel uncomfortable. But it always leads to a 
growth or to a change.   
 
Let me give you some homework for this week. When you 
get into a situation that is awkward, uncomfortable or 
weird—instead of trying to escape that moment, just pause 
for a second and say, “God, what do You want to change in 
me right now?”   
 
What else do we need to do to experience this change? 
 
III. Engage in God’s unique process 
 
God changing us is a unique life-long process. Philippians 
1:6, “And I am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue His work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” 
 
Circle the word “began.” What that “began” word is for 
those of you who are Christians—that is a time of salvation, a 
moment of salvation. That’s when you are saved. That’s 
when God began the good work when you said, “God, I want 
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You to come in and be the Lord of my life.” He began a good 
work. Circle the word “continue.” That’s the process that 
we’re talking about. We are being set apart towards holiness.  
Then it doesn’t end until it is finished. Circle “finished.”  
That’s not going to happen until you are with God.   
 
But what we’re focusing on here is that word “continue.”  
What I want you to hear about continue is that continue is not 
neat, it’s not tidy, it’s not clean. God’s process of change is 
often painful. And sometimes messy. But it always leads to 
good.   
 
If you don’t accept this unique process, here’s what will 
happen to you: You will feel like a constant failure. You’ll 
feel like you’re never good enough. You’ll feel like you’ve 
got to earn God’s favor and try to prove that you’re loving.  
You’ll always be surrounded and shrouded in guilt. Your life 
won’t have this sense of freedom and joy because you think 
you’re in control of the change process and not God. It’s 
unique. You’ve got to accept His unique process. 
 
IV. Enjoy the Master’s work 
 
This is the point that I want to encourage you, when you look 
into the mirror of your soul, that you don’t think about how 
far you have left to go and how far you are away from holy 
and all the stuff that’s bad in your life. You pause and you 
appreciate what God is doing in your life. You stop and you 
look at God’s craftsmanship. Please read Ephesians 2:10 out 
loud, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
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anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He 
planned for us long ago.”  
 
That’s what I’m asking you to do with your life. What if you 
were to slow your life down? What if you were to look 
inward? What if you were to evaluate and think and pause 
and journal and reflect? Because when you do that, change is 
not as distant as you think it is. When you do that, you will be 
able to make a list of ways that God has been changing you 
that maybe you haven’t even recognized. I’d encourage you.  
Try it! Make a list.   
 
Just like it says in Psalm 40:5, “O Lord my God, You’ve 
done many miracles for us. Your plans for us are too 
numerous to list. You have no equal. If I tried to recite all 
Your wonderful deeds I would never come to the end of 
them.” I encourage you to do this. Stop and savor what God 
has done and is doing in your life. I want you to reflect on 
those areas where, through God’s power, you are changing. 
 
How about when you pass up that opportunity to not make 
yourself look better at somebody else’s expense? Step back 
and appreciate the Master’s work. Or when you take cash out 
of your business and you record it as income instead of 
pretending it was a business expense. Appreciate the fact that 
you’re making steps toward integrity. When a good-looking 
man or woman walks by and you don’t spin your head and 
follow them wishing you had x-ray vision. Stop and go wow 
at what God has done. There’s change. God’s doing 
something. Every time you find a single little positive change 
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in your thinking, in your behavior, in how you relate to 
others, stop and enjoy what God is doing in your life. That’s 
what God’s doing. He’s beginning to change you to be more 
like Jesus, to be holy, to be set apart.   
 
Maybe you’re here and you’ve never realized that your 
spiritual life is a process. Because of that, you’ve been feeling 
like a Christian failure, and guilt has overwhelmed you. You 
need to leave here today understanding that God has this 
marvelous process of changing you. I want you to leave your 
guilt here. God is changing you. You’ll see more change and 
begin to cooperate with Him and enjoy the change. 
 
Or maybe you’re here today and you have a relationship with 
God, but you’re running your own race. Your own race looks 
more like the world’s race than being set apart from the 
world. My prayer for you is that you would understand how 
capable God is of setting the right path for that race.   
 
Or maybe you’re here this morning and you’ve never entered 
into God’s change journey. You’re still walking around the 
Christian faith, kicking the tires, questioning God’s 
reliability, comparing against other religions. My question to 
you is, “What are you waiting for?” You can’t change 
yourself. If you could have, you would have tried. God’s got 
all the power in the world, and He wants to enter into that 
relationship with you and bring about change, to set you 
apart, to change your values, your passions, your character, 
your dreams, your spiritual life.   
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Maybe you’re thinking, “You may need God’s help, but I 
don’t. I'm a pretty capable individual.” Ok…you keep going 
for it. Read more books. Crank up the self-improvement 
program. Try harder. Go to more seminars. Take a class. Sit 
at the feet of another guru. Go ahead. You cannot do it on 
your own.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:17, says this, “This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun.” When you surrender your life 
to Jesus Christ you become a new person on the inside. You 
have a new Lord, a new power, a new identity, a new family.  
Can you say that about your life? If you’re here today and 
you can’t say that you have a new life, you can’t say that 
you’ve been set apart, you can’t say that God is saying, 
“Behold! A new life has come!”—you can do that right now.  
You can do that today. You don’t need to go to a class. You 
don't need to get a special book. You just need to ask God, 
“God, I want that new life. I want to begin a relationship with 
You.” We would love to help you with that.   
 
Let’s close by looking to the heart of God. Would you look 
and see what God wants to do in your life and in my life.  
Ezekiel 36:26-27, “And I will give you a new heart with 
new and right desires, and I will put a new spirit in you. I 
will take out your stony heart of sin and give you a new, 
obedient heart. 27And I will put my Spirit in you so you 
will obey My laws and do whatever I command.” That’s 
God’s gift for you today and for this Christmas season. 
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Prayer: “God, thank You that You love us and that You love 
us so much that You don’t want us to be the same. Thank 
You that You hear our prayers.” Maybe right now as you’re 
sitting here today, you need to say a prayer to God. Just in the 
silence of your heart say, “God, I want to cooperate with You 
more. I want to quit running from You.” Maybe you want to 
say, “God, I want a relationship with You. I want to start that.  
I want to be set apart.” “God, thank You that we don’t have 
to do the change by ourselves. That the lasting change, the 
significant change, the life change takes place by You. We 
thank You for that. We come before You today to say, ‘God, 
we want to do the possible, and we will have faith that You 
will do the impossible and bring about the lasting change.’  
We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen.”   
 


