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<Slide 2> Scott A. Wood 9-13-2020 

<Slide 3> SERIES: LIVING FOR JESUS IN DIFFICULT TIMES 

<Slide 4> PART 1: THE POWER TO TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE 
Good Morning CVCHURCH online and those on site today. Welcome to those of you who are 
either new to us this morning online or on site but we’re so pleased that you could be with us 
today. I am very excited about our new series that starts today entitled LIVING FOR JESUS IN 
DIFFICULT TIMES. This will be an 8 weeks series. We’re going to look at together one chapter 
each week from First and then Second Thessalonians. Today is part one of this important study 
and it is called THE POWER TO TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE. <Slide 5> 

It doesn’t take special insight to know that we’re living in difficult times. We’ve been in lock 
down mode going on 7 months. The China plague has had a devasting impact globally by how 
our politicians have chosen to respond. The fact that we have the most important election coming 
up has exacerbated this issue with the lying and deception that is taking place. In the last two 
weeks we have experiencing the worst set of fires in CA history along with OR and WA. If we 
have ever needed to hear God’s Word and act on it is now. There is a strong force in America 
and around the world that is extremely antagonistic to God, Christianity, the local church and the 
biblical ideal for marriage being between one man and one woman and the Judean-Christian 
principles upon which our founders built this unique experience of the United states of America. 
There are those in government and political activists who want to take away our religious, 
financial, property, intellectual freedom and freedom of speech. As we begin our study in 1 & 2 
Thessalonians, we see that a similar tension was at work in this city. It was a city given to 
idolatry by hosting multiple deities who were there objects of genuine religious devotion. In 
Philips of Thessalonica existing witty poetry according to Green, he makes mention of more than 
twenty deities who played more hat a formal role in people’s lives. Ethics was seen as the 
domain of the philosophers and not of their gods, many of the gods they worshiped represented 
sexual immorality in its most debauched forms. When we get to chapter 4, we will see how Paul 
deals with those behaviors which will inform how we are to live before Jesus Christ with each 
other. 

In Acts 17 were told that Paul and Silas traveled to Thessalonica on Paul’s second missionary 
journey. As was Paul’s custom he went to the synagogue service and were told for three 
Sabbaths in a row he used the scriptures to reason with the people. He used the O.T. scripture by 
explaining that the prophecies proved that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead and 
Jesus who was killed is the Messiah Vs. 4 informs us some of the Jews who listened were 
persuaded and along with many God-fearing Greek men and Luke goes out of his way to tell us 
that quite a few prominent women believed and they all joined Paul and Silas. But some of the 
Jews were jealous and they gathered troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob and start 
a riot. Loved ones, this is exactly what is happening today with the riots we have witnessed in 
New York, Los Angeles, Portland, Miami, Nashville, Salt Lake City, Cleveland, Raleigh, 
Minneapolis, Miami, Louisville, Atlanta, Dallas and D.C. In Acts 17 Luke tells us that these 
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troublemakers were bad characters. They would hang around the central market and were of the 
lowest class and according to Gene Green in his commentary they were easy to get agitated.  The 
news that civil disturbances had surrounded the preaching of the Gospel and already arrived in 
Thessalonica. The accusations consisted of the apostles had caused civic unrest and that they 
were defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus. This was seen 
as treason. As we dig into Thessalonians, we will see that this mostly Gentile church suffered 
persecution because of their allegiance and faithfulness to Jesus Christ. Loved ones we are 
starting to see this same kind of accusations and troublemaking by those of us who love Jesus 
and desire to live our lives under His Lordship. 

As our culture is being driven to accept Socialism as the way to politically order our society, we 
see that are moves within this movement to take away our religious freedom which directly 
impacts how God tells us to order our lives. The family is one Christian institution that is under 
severe attack. It has its beginning back in the days of the sexual revolution led by Roe vs. Wade. 
It allowed people to immoral and then kill the baby that was the result of the sexual connection. 
Then in 2015 same sex unions ere legalized with the Obergefell v. Hodes decision on June 26th.  
This opened the door to transgenderism as an acceptable lifestyle. In his book THE UNITED 
STATES OF SOCIALISM: WHO’S BEHIND IT. Why it’s evil. And HOW TO STOP IT Dinesh 
D’Souza writes “Jarrett Stepman, a writer for the Daily Signal who attend the Socialism 2019 
conference, sponsored by Jacobin and Democratic socialists’ of America, captured the mood of 
identity socialism nicely. He went expecting to hear mostly about topics like minimum wage, 
student debt and the Green New Deal. Instead he found, somewhat to his puzzlement, that 
“transgenderism, gender nonconformity and abolishing traditional family structures were huge 
issues.” Typical of the speakers was Corrie Westing, a self-described “queer socialist feminist 
activist” based in Chicago who works as a “homebirth midwife.” Westing insisted that the 
traditional family is an instrument of capitalist oppression, and the transgender movement is 
critical to achieving “reproductive justice.” Economics, she said, is based on” 
heteronormativity,” and pregnancy is a tool of oppression to remove women from the workforce, 
thus reinforcing a “gender binary.” The solution, she said, was to reorganize society around what 
she termed “queer social reproduction.” The traditional family would have to go. No more 
parents having and raising their own children. Rather, women and men would seek out one or 
more partners, of whatever gender, with whom to raise children, and they might seek out a third 
party to carry the child. The third party, after giving birth, might or might not be involved in 
raising the child. Drawing on a term coined by the feminist writer Sophie, Lewis, Westing called 
this “open-sourced, fully collaborative gestation.” This is an out right attack on the biblical 
principles of marriage between a man and woman in a long-term monogamous relationship. It is 
from this kind of male and female relationship that children were to be born with the mother and 
the father raising them love, serve and obey Jesus Christ. You can see just how far we have 
fallen in a very short time. This kind of rebellious teaching is being taught in our public-school 
system. We have to ways to resist this terrible direction in our culture. Is first gather with us for 
fasting and prayer. On September the 26th, from 9:00a.m. till 5:00p.m. Jonathan Kahn and his 
team is hosting what is called the RETURN. He is calling for people to me at the Washington 
Mall for this massive prayer time of honoring the Scripture 2 Chronicle 7:14. As a Rabbi he has 
some incredible prophetic insights into what is happening in America since 9-11-2001 and now 
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with the China Virus as well as the fires and the upheaval in our country and around the world. 
You won’t want to miss this. I will be getting more information to you as I get it. I am trying to 
organize it so we can watch it here together at CVCHURCH. If I am not able to do that you will 
be to follow it at home. I want to encourage you to keep fasting with me on Wednesday and 
Thursdays. God is hearing our prayers. The second way we push back is to vote this November 
and to vote vertically. This means to vote for the platform that is the closest to biblical principle. 
The Democratic party has turned so far left that their platform is antagonistic to biblical truth. I 
will do my best to draw the distinctions. One of the problems I hear from many people including 
Christians is their disgust and actual hate for President Trump. My intention is not to defend but 
to defend the platform that he sets the policies for. We have never had a more conservative 
president policy wise. When you see what he has done for the sanctity of life. There is no 
president that has taken such a demonstrative and consistent stance has President Trump. He is a 
defender of our religious freedom. For defending our borders so that there is legal and sane 
immigration. He is a defender of law and order so that all Americans can be safe. Those on the 
left are pressing for the exact opposite. If you vote for the democratic platform you are 
practically voting against God’s truth and principles for how we’re to live together as a nation. I 
love you and must tell you the truth as I know it. This November will be a decisive election. Our 
cultural impact team will be setting up tables to help those of you who are not registered to vote 
so you can. You need to get that done as soon as possible and not put that off. Also we will be 
doing what is called Ballot Collection. This means once you get your ballot if you receive it in 
the mail and you sign it and fill it out the law allows you to bring to CVCHURCH and our 
Cultural impact team will makes sure to get it delivered for you. It is hard to tell what it will be 
like to get to your voting poll. Your CVCHURCH family will take the hassle out of it for you. 
You must be registered to vote; you must fill out your own ballot sign and then turn it into us. 
Barbara Lesure who leads our incredible CULTUREAL IMPACT TEAM will be giving you 
more information quickly.   Please follow along as I read our text for today. We will do one 
chapter a week. If you have your bibles and want to turn there you can. Also if you print out our 
weekly notes you can follow on in the text on your notes, or on the screen or in your own bible. I 
am reading from the <Slide 6> NLT. vs. 1 “This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. We 
are writing to the church in Thessalonica, <Slide 7> to you who belong to God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. May God give you and grace and peace.  <Slide 8> We always 
thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly.  As we pray to our God and Father 
about you, <Slide 9> we think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and the enduring 
hope you have because of our Lord Jesus Christ.  <Slide 10> We know, dear brothers and 
sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be His own people.  <Slide 11> For when 
we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but also with power, <Slide 12> 
for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we said was true. And you know of 
our concern for you, <Slide 13> from the way we lived when we were with you.  So you 
received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit <Slide 14> in spite of the severe 
suffering it brought you. In his way, you imitated both us and the Lord.  As a result, 
<Slide 15>  you have become an example to all the believers in Greece-throughout both 
Macedonia and Achaia. <Slide 16>  And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you 
to people everywhere, even beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for <Slide 17> wherever we go 



4 
 

we find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell them about it,  
<Slide 18> for they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us and how you 
turned away from idols to serve <Slide 19> the living and true God.  And they speak of how 
you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son from Heaven <Slide 20> Jesus, whom 
God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming 
judgment.” 

The title for Chapter 1 is <Slide 21> THE POWER TO TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE.  In 
Romans 1:16 Paul says this. “For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes-the Jew first and also the Gentile.”  
<Slide 22 resting> Paul says it is the Gospel concerning what Jesus Christ did on the cross so 
our sins could be forgiven and we could be reconciled to God. That means we are not in a place 
of right relationship with God because of Jesus death on the cross, the shedding of His blood for 
our forgiveness and that Father God raised Him from the dead and He is presently ruling at the 
right hand of Father God. Notice.  God’s power in the Gospel is effective to those who believe. 
That means you must put your faith and trust in Jesus and then commit your will to follow Him. 
For the Gospel to be effective in my life I must believe. I must put my faith and the reliance of 
my life in Jesus. This is not a work on my part. It is what God has called you and me to do. I 
must believe in Jesus and His Gospel for the Gospel to transform my life. This is exactly what 
the Thessalonians did.   My leading sentence today is in your notes. This is what we will unpack. 
WHAT YOUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSEPL WILL PRODUCE IN YOU. 

<Slide 23> I.  FAITH IN JESUS CREATES THREE CHARACTER TRAITS THAT 
PRODUCE ACTIONS THAT CHANGE YOUR LIFE AND OTHERS. In verse 2 Paul gives 
us a glimpse into His love and care for the Thessalonian Christians. Paul says my daily habit is to 
thank God for you as I pray continually through out my day for you. One of the reasons he is 
consistent in his prayer life for them is that he remembers three things that has happened in their 
lives since their conversion to Jesus Christ. The Greek word that NLT translated think is the 
word remember. Obviously, I must think to remember. 

<Slide 24> A. YOUR FAITH IN JESUS PRODUCES WORKS PLANNED BY GOD. The 
first transformation that Paul is grateful for in their lives is the works that is produced by their 
faith. Paul argues that your works don’t save but your faith in who Jesus is will produce Godly 
works in you. <Slide 25> Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.” 
In other words when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, He gives you thoughts, ideas and plans to 
do good works for Him and for others. In 2 Thessalonians 1:11 <Slide 26> Paul writes, “So we 
keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of His call. May 
He give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do.” 
Loved ones this means if you truly have faith in Jesus your faith will lead you to want to do good 
for others constantly. <Slide 27 resting> In Gene Greens commentary on 1 Thessalonians he 
references that “good works” in the Jewish community referred to acts by giving to the poor, 
visiting the sick, hospitality to strangers, to comfort those who are down and depressed and other 
helpful activities that especially benefitted those who are poor or sick. Good works also include 
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helpful deeds towards your family, friends, the community and the state. W. C. van Unnik 
writes, “This is the virtue of giving aid to others without distinction meaning your faith in Jesus 
is always looking to do good for someone. Your faith in Jesus that promotes doing good for 
others will absolutely transform your life. 

<Slide 28> B. YOUR LOVE FOR JESUS PROMPTS LABOR FOR HIM. Paul states what 
he sees is true of these Christians and it is to be true for us. The beneficiaries of their labor were 
other Christians and those who are not Christians. Paul writes in <Slide 29> 1 Thessalonians 4:9 
“But we don’t need to write to you about the importance of loving each other, for God 
Himself has taught you to love one another.” The Bible says that our love for Jesus will 
express itself to others in hard, strenuous, and exhausting labor. The word labor refers to any 
kind of self-sacrificing labor engaged in towards believers and nonbelievers. What is powerful 
about what Paul sees is that their love is not reduced to warm feelings but it sought the best for 
the others and their labor was for the others benefit. Faith in Jesus produces work and labor for 
others. In Matthew 24 where Jesus is teaching what will happen in the future, He states in vs. 12 
<Slide 30> “Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold.” As we 
approach the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ, He, Paul and other N.T. writers tell that even believers 
will fall short because their love will grow cold. A leading indicator that someone is truly saved 
is that their love for Jesus is spent in labor on the behalf of others. Following Jesus is a call to 
true servanthood. 

<Slide 31> C. YOUR ENDURING HOPE IS INSPIRED BY JESUS’ RETURN. Paul will 
refer to the 2nd coming of Jesus in chapter 4 and in 2 Thessalonians but Paul noticed because they 
had a solid belief in the truth that Jesus is coming back for all those who put their faith in Jesus 
that there is an endurance that gets developed because you have the hope, not a wish or a desire 
but your hope is built on the fact that Jesus was raised from the dead and He is coming back for 
His church. In <Slide 32> Mark 13:13 Jesus said, “The one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.” One of the transformations that take place in our lives is when everything is crumbling 
around us our hope in Christ’s return produces an endurance because we know what the future 
holds. That is not pie is the sky it is a truth built on the reality of Jesus death, burial and 
resurrection. 

<Slide 33> II. FAITH IN GOD’S LOVE IS WHAT LEADS YOU TO SALVATION. Vs. 4 
says, <Slide 34> “We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen 
you to be His own people.” <Slide 35> A. God chooses us based on His love for us and the 
Gospel. 

Witherington writes, “Election for Paul is corporate. It was in ethnic Israel and is now “in 
Christ.” Jesus is the elected Messiah and God’s redeemer.” Paul was saying when you hear the 
Gospel how Jesus Christ came to die for your sins and that He took God’s wrath from you He 
was choosing you in Jesus Christ. <Slide 36> John 3:16-18 says, “For this is how God loved 
the world: He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not 
perish <Slide 37> but have eternal life.  God sent His Son into the world not to judge the 
world, but to save the world through Him.  <Slide 38> There is no judgment against 
anyone who believes in Him. But anyone who does not believe in Him has already been 
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judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.”  I.H. Marshall writes, “Paul attributes 
the fact, that his readers are Christians to God’s choice of them, a choice that was put into effect 
by the preaching of the gospel. <Slide 39> This choice rests upon God’s love and not on any 
worth of those who receive His love.” The term election stresses God’s choice of people and His 
initiative in salvation, as Marshall argues, “It is generally used of people who, have responded to 
God’s call; God’s ‘elect’, His chosen, His predestined are the people who show the markers of 
belonging to Him, such as the evidence of faith, love and hope that Paul just mentioned. Paul 
says in 1 Timothy 2:2-4 that we’re to pray for all those in authority so we can live peaceful lives 
and this pleases God who want everyone to be save and to understand the truth. When you put 
your faith in the God who loves you and His Son, Jesus who came to die for your sins and to 
place you in God’s family, when you confess Jesus as your Lord and savior and you believe the 
Gospel you will be saved. It is God’s love that saves you. Your part is to believe and put your 
faith in Jesus. This starts God’s transformational work in your life. 

<Slide 40> B. THE GOSPEL WITH POWER AND DEEP CONVICTION BRINGS 
GOD’S TRANSFORMATIVE POWER.  Paul says when the Gospel is taught with conviction 
through words and the power of the Holy Spirit people will experience God’s love for them and 
as they put their faith in Him, they will be saved. This is why how we love and care for one 
another is so important. Paul says you know how we lived with you when we were there. You 
could see the truth of God’s love in our lives and you were able to receive the message of the 
Gospel, God’s love for you demonstrated in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection that you 
received the truth with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe suffering. What is powerful 
about this letter is that as you read in Acts 17 how the church came about through Paul and Silas 
preaching it was birthed in persecution and suffering. The Jews try to disrupt the church in its 
early stages by trying to kill Paul and he had to leave to escape. Later he was able to come back. 

<Slide 41> C. GROWTH COMES WHEN YOU PUT YOUR FAITH IN JESUS, 
ESPECIALLY DURING SUFFERING AND PERSECUTION. Vs. 6-7. To many people 
today when they confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior, they just expect that everything is going 
to go their way. Loved ones nowhere in the Scripture is this taught. Suffering for Jesus was 2nd 
nature to Paul. In Acts 14:21-24 Paul went back to many of the people he had let to the Lord in 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia, where, in verse 22, Luke writes, <Slide 42> “…where 
they strengthened the believers. They encouraged them to continue in the faith, reminding 
them that we must suffer many hardships to enter the Kingdom of God.” Jesus taught the 
parable of the sower and the seed in Mark chapter <Slide 43> 4:16-17 and says, “The seed on 
the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy.  
<Slide 44> But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as 
soon as they have problems <Slide 45> or are persecuted for believing God’s Word.” Paul 
congratulates them that they put their trust in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and almost immediately 
they suffered persecution because of their confession of Jesus Christ. As they stood firm Paul 
congratulated them and affirmed because of their works of faith, their labor of love and the hope 
that was birthed in them because they anticipated Christ’s return. 
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<Slide 46 resting> Paul affirms them for two things. First, they started immediately imitating 
the Apostles and their lives lived before them and Jesus. And the serendipity to their faith and 
following the Apostles and Jesus behavior they were an example the believers in Greece and in 
Macedonia and Achaia. Their example was so strong that Paul says God’s Word is ringing out 
from them because people keep hearing about the transformative changes that Jesus has made in 
their lives amidst the difficulties and stresses of their lives. Peoples lives aren’t changed because 
you seem to have it all together in every area of life but it is when the troubles, pain, suffering, 
failure and disappointment comes it is in how you put your trust in Jesus to sustain, keep and 
deliver you. This is where your growth can be seen. 

<Slide 47> III. WHAT A TRUE CONVERSION EXPERIENCE LOOKS LIKE. Vs. 
<Slide 48> 9-10 say, “For they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us and 
how you turned away from idols <Slide 49> to serve the living and true God.  And they 
speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son <Slide 50> from Heaven-
Jesus, Whom God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us <Slide 51> from 
the terrors of the coming judgment.” 

<Slide 52> A. YOU MAKE A DEFINITIVE BREAK WITH THE IDOLS IN YOUR LIFE.  
YOU TURN 

The first characteristic that a true believer demonstrates is that he or she turns from the idols that 
you were serving before you met Jesus. What is it that you turned away from once you 
surrendered your life to Jesus Christ? For many of us it was the idol of our sexual sin. The 
pressure that is now coming from the school curriculum, from the entertainment industry and our 
culture there is such a pressure to be involved in immorality. The pressure for our youth is 
<Slide 53 resting> incredible. Sex is a false god. The god of selfishness, narcissism, hedonism 
and selflove. The god of alcohol, drugs, overeating, those people and things from materialism, to 
people worship. Maybe you grew up in a false religion or a cult. A false god is anything in which 
you’re putting your hope, trust, faith, identity, past, present and future. The Greek word 
Epistrepho implies not simply a change in attitude but also in action. This is true repentance. 
True conversion biblical is described as a turning to God. When Paul and Barnabas were in 
Lystra there was a man who had crippled feet from birth. When Paul looked at him, he could tell 
that he had faith to be healed so Paul shouted in a loud voice at him, “Stand up” and the man 
jumped to his feet and stared walking. When the crowd say this they shouted, “These men are 
gods in human form.” Paul and Barnabas heard this they were so shaken they started shouting in 
<Slide 54> Acts 14:15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We are merely human beings-just 
like you. <Slide 55>  We have come to bring you the Good News that you should turn from 
these worthless things and <Slide 56> turn to the living God, who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and everything in them.”    To turn is what it means to repent. It means to turn away 
from my sinful lifestyle and to turn to God through Jesus Christ and surrender the entirety of my 
<Slide 57> life to Him. If you’re on site or you’re listening online and as I have been teaching 
you realize through the power of the Holy Spirit that you are serving other gods but Jesus Christ, 
your greatest need right now is to confess your sins. Confess the gods that you have put your 
trust in. It could be family. It could be your vocation. It would be your hobbies. Anything that 
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you are addicted to meaning you would say you can’t live your life without that relationship to a 
certain person or persons, or activity you turn from it today and turn your life over to Jesus 
Christ. I will pray with you at the end of our time together.  The bible says people are watching 
your life and when you surrender your life to Jesus Christ and they know your old lifestyle they 
will take notice that you have committed your life to Jesus Christ. If you’re a believer but you 
know you’re in bondage to one or several God’s, it is time to make that definitive break. It can 
be alcohol, pornography, spend money you don’t have. Gambling, binge eating whatever it is 
you will know. I encourage you to repent and break from it now and watch how God will deliver 
you from whatever it is your worshipping other than Him. 

<Slide 58> B. YOU COMMIT TO SERVE THE LIVING GOD.  TO SERVE. This means 
that once you have turned from the people, places and things that you were devoting your life to 
now you take that energy and attention and you give it to Jesus Christ. The bible refers to this 
turning as a break with serving sin, satan, and self and now you serve Jesus Christ. In Romans 6 
Paul says your either going to be a slave to sin or to Jesus. In using the term slave for Jesus it is 
meant that all my focus and attention is on serving Him and His Kingdom purposes. 

<Slide 59> C.  YOU WAIT FOR GOD’S SON FROM HEAVEN. YOU WAIT.  It is 
important to acknowledge that serving and waiting go hand in hand. This can be surprising 
because serving is active and waiting is passive. As John Stott writes, “Serving is getting buddy 
for Christ on earth, while waiting is looking for Christ to come from heaven. But these two are 
not incompatible. They balance each other out. In Paul’s first mention of what is called the 
Parousia which is the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ it is mandatory that we understand that the one 
we’re waiting to come back to earth to set up His dominion and Kingdom is God’s Son who 
came the first time, and died for our sins and then He was resurrected from the dead. He is the 
<Slide 60> first of His kind. Second, and we will discuss this more but Jesus who has been risen 
from the dead is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming judgment. If you are 
reading with us in our daily bible reading Revelation 17 and 18 give us a really clear horrifying 
look at the final judgment that will happen here on earth and to all of those who reject Jesus 
Christ. When Paul says you are looking forward to the one who has risen from the dead He is the 
one who will rescue us from the terrors of the coming judgment, he isn’t trying to scare them or 
us, He is comforting us from what we will be saved from. 

Scott’s closing remarks and prayer. 

 


