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Scott A. Wood 4-11-2021 

REVELATION STUDY: OUR FUTURE: GOD’S HANDS 

PART 7: CONVICTION OVER COMPROMISE 

Good Morning CVCHURCH online and all of you on-site. We had such a great Easter weekend! 
We had 300-plus people at our Easter Egg drive-thru plus over 50 volunteers. All of you who 
volunteer here at CVCHURCH are our heroes!  

The persecution for the Gospel is a central theme in the book of Revelation. It is true that the 
book, as a whole, warns against compromise; any compromise that comes when a Christian or a 
local church begins to assimilate and adopt thoughts, ideas, and behaviors that are not Biblical 
and Christ-honoring. Syncretism is the inappropriate blending of non-Christian ideas and 
practices with Christian principles and truth. The effect and impact of syncretism are dilution of 
the power of Christ in your life. It puts you in a place where you and I need the rebuke and 
reproof we will receive, today, from Jesus. 

The church is familiar a term for this: worldliness.  The temptations and battles for every 
Christian, every marriage, every family, and every church, are to know how to stop sin from 
encroaching into our lives.  Sin can seep into all SERFVIP areas of our lives: Spiritually, 
Emotionally, Relationally, Financially, Vocationally, Intellectually, Physically, and Sexually. 
Compromise, assimilation, worldliness, as Pastor MacArthur argues, “…is any preoccupation 
with, or interest in, the temporal system of life that places anything that is perishable and 
temporal before that which is eternal.” Jesus says in John 15:19 “THE WORLD WOULD 
LOVE YOU AS ONE OF ITS OWN IF YOU BELONGED TO IT, BUT YOU ARE NO 
LONGER PART OF THE WORLD. I CHOSE YOU TO COME OUT OF THE WORLD, 
SO IT HATES YOU.” 

Today’s teaching is entitled CONVICTION OVER COMPROMISE. I created the acronym 
S.T.A.N.D. Please follow along as I read our text for today, Revelation 2:12-17. The Bible uses 
the term of not being conformed to the customs of the world for the idea of being compromised. 
Romans 12:2 says, “DON’T COPY (BE CONFORMED) TO THE BEHAVIOR AND 
CUSTOMS OF THIS WORLD, BUT LET GOD TRANSFORM YOU INTO A NEW 
PERSON BY CHANGING THE WAY YOU THINK. THEN YOU WILL LEARN TO 
KNOW GOD’S WILL FOR YOU, WHICH IS GOOD AND PLEASING AND 
PERFECT.”  

Paul says in Titus 2:12 that because we have been redeemed and purchased by Jesus through His 
blood on the cross that “…WE ARE INSTRUCTED TO TURN FROM GODLESS LIVING 
AND SINFUL PLEASURES. WE SHOULD LIVE IN THIS EVIL WORLD WITH 
WISDOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DEVOTION TO GOD,  WHILE WE LOOK 
FORWARD WITH HOPE TO THAT WONDERFUL DAY WHEN THE GLORY OF 
OUR GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, WILL BE REVEALED.  HE GAVE 
HIS LIFE TO FREE US FROM EVERY KIND OF SIN, TO CLEANSE US, AND TO 
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MAKE US HIS VERY OWN PEOPLE, TOTALLY COMMITTED TO DOING GOOD 
DEEDS.”  

1 John 2:15-17 states very clearly that we are to live our lives driven, as it were, by our Biblical 
convictions. This is the only way you protect and defend yourself from compromising your life, 
and your walk, with Jesus. “DO NOT LOVE THIS WORLD NOR THE THINGS IT 
OFFERS YOU, FOR WHEN YOU LOVE THE WORLD, YOU DO NOT HAVE THE 
LOVE OF THE FATHER IN YOU.  FOR THE WORLD OFFERS ONLY A CRAVING 
FOR PHYSICAL PLEASURE, A CRAVING FOR EVERYTHING WE SEE, AND PRIDE 
IN OUR ACHIEVEMENTS AND POSSESSIONS. THESE ARE NOT FROM THE 
FATHER BUT ARE FROM THIS WORLD.  AND THIS WORLD IS FADING AWAY, 
ALONG WITH EVERYTHING THAT PEOPLE CRAVE. BUT ANYONE WHO DOES 
WHAT PLEASES GOD WILL LIVE FOREVER.” 

I believe this word from Jesus to the Pergamum church is also for us here at CVCHURCH and 
wherever you are joining us from online. The church today, especially in America, has failed to 
listen to, and obey, the Biblical warnings against compromise, assimilation, and worldliness. I do 
believe this is one of the reasons our culture has taken such a drastic turn away from Jesus 
Christ. This same culture has become hostile and antagonistic to the Bible, the church, and 
Christians. The only way that we, as CVCHURCH, can keep vigilant and not allow compromise 
to seep into ourselves, marriages, families, relationships, and everything S.E.R.F.V.I.P. We have 
to take seriously, living out our Christ-centered convictions. As we do that, it will draw more ire 
and irritation from our culture. Our first point this morning (afternoon) is the S in S.T.A.N.D is: 

SUBMIT to the AUTHORITY of Christ’s word. Revelation 2:12: “WRITE THIS LETTER 
TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM. THIS IS THE MESSAGE FROM 
THE ONE WITH THE SHARP TWO-EDGED SWORD.”  According to Osborne, this letter 
has the simplest description of Christ of any of the seven, containing just one element.  The 
sharp, double-edged sword, which was a symbol of Roman justice. The sword was first 
mentioned in Revelation Chapter 1:16. It is in the vision of the resurrected Jesus and says, “AND 
A SHARP TWO-EDGED SWORD CAME FROM HIS MOUTH.”  It is linked with vs. 16 
which says, “REPENT OF YOUR SIN, OR I WILL COME TO YOU SUDDENLY AND 
FIGHT AGAINST THEM WITH THE SWORD OF MY MOUTH.” The sword imagery is 
also found in 19:15, and 21. In Chapter 19, Jesus appears on white horse. Vs. 15 says, “FROM 
HIS MOUTH CAME A SHARP SWORD TO STRIKE DOWN THE NATIONS. HE 
WILL RULE THEM WITH AN IRON ROD, HE WILL RELEASE THE FIERCE 
WRATH OF GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, LIKE JUICE FLOWING FROM A 
WINEPRESS.” This sword signifies that the word that comes out of Jesus’ mouth is a sword of 
justice, referring to His word of judgment. The church wouldn’t have recognized this as a 
Thracian broadsword used in cavalry charges. In Roman times, the sword was a symbol of their 
might. Osborne argues that it is most likely used here because the Roman proconsul in charge of 
the province resided in Pergamum; the symbol of his total sovereignty over every area of life, 
especially to execute enemies of the state (called ‘ius gladii’), was the sword. The Christians in 
Pergamum were reminded repeatedly that, though they lived under the rule of an almost 
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unlimited sphere of power, they were citizens of another kingdom--that of Jesus, who needs no 
other sword than that of His word. The ultimate power belongs to God. Nothing the pagans can 
do will change that. This was meant to encourage Christians to stand their ground and not 
capitulate to the pressure, pain, and persecution. Loved ones, this is why we refuse to shut down 
and stop meeting. I am waiting for a couple of weeks and most likely I will announce that if you 
want to wear your mask to church you can. If you choose to join us for on-site without a mask 
you can. When I sense it’s time for us to make that change, I will share the medical professionals 
and their science that leads them to say that masks are truly not effective. A report on ABC from 
March 4th reported that 5 states: Texas, Mississippi, Iowa, Montana, and North Dakota, have 
ended, or soon will end, statewide mask mandates. They’re joining 11 other states: Alaska, 
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
and Tennessee that never required face coverings statewide. How many of you knew that? One 
reason you didn’t is that the media refuses to report on it unless it helps bolster and prove their 
political agenda. Personally, I was surprised. The point being: I believe our governor is using the 
lock-downs that have sent us into a profound hardship economically, created widespread 
unemployment, and furthered the spike in mental illness, is just not right. He has used his power 
as if he was an all-powerful dictator. He’s not. Loved ones, you, and we as a church, cannot give 
our freedoms away! I know there are some who disagree with me and they haven’t shown up for 
well over a year. I respect and value that decision. But we can’t wait for everyone to start to 
engage. We just cannot cower to fear. We won’t! One of the most powerful verses in the Bible 
on the Word of God being like a two-edged sword is Hebrews 4:12-13 “FOR THE WORD OF 
GOD IS ALIVE AND POWERFUL. IT IS SHARPER THAN THE SHARPEST TWO-
EDGED SWORD, CUTTING BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT, BETWEEN JOINT AND 
MARROW. IT EXPOSES OUR INNERMOST THOUGHTS AND DESIRES.  NOTHING 
IN ALL CREATION IS HIDDEN FROM GOD, EVERYTHING IS NAKED AND 
EXPOSED BEFORE HIS EYES, AND HE IS THE ONE WITH WHOM WE ARE 
ACCOUNTABLE.” 

Guthrie has pointed out that this description of God’s word echoes the author’s treatment of 
Psalm 95 with its emphasis on the “voice” of God that we should “hear” in vs. 7. He also 
observes that, in the early church, as it reflected on the O. T., it held the word of God to be a 
creative, administrating, judging force, which at times was even personified. In Ephesians 6:17 
the word of God is referred to as “THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT.” In Revelation 1:16; 2:12; 
and 19:15 the “sharp sword” proceeds from the mouth of the Son of Man, a symbol of the 
dynamic, spoken word of judgment. Here, in Hebrews 4:12-13, the word is a sharp word of 
discernment which penetrates the darkest corners of our hearts. The Bible says that God’s word 
is alive, active, and powerful. This means that, rather than being outdated, a “dead” speech-act of 
bygone era, it still exists as a dynamic force with which we must reckon. The word “Active” 
proclaims the word as effective in carrying out God’s intentions. Guthrie writes, “The same 
word that at creation set the elements of the cosmos to their appointed tasks and still 
governs the universe toward God’s desired intentions, has the ability to effect change in 
people.”  Jesus says that He comes to His church, both then and now, to judge His people when 
they are actively living in sin. I will discuss this more in a moment. 
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The T in Stand is THRIVE where Christ PLANTS you.  Vs, 13: “I KNOW THAT YOU 
LIVE IN THE CITY WHERE SATAN HAS HIS THRONE, YET YOU HAVE 
REMAINED LOYAL TO ME. YOU REFUSED TO DENY ME EVEN WHEN ANTIPAS, 
MY FAITHFUL WITNESS, WAS MARTYRED AMONG YOU THERE IN SATAN’S 
CITY.”  Pergamum had an unusual concentration of pagan religions. The church, like today, 
faced external and INTERNAL opposition. Keener writes, “…although its general sense is 
clear enough, the precise referent of “satan’s throne” (2:13) is disputed. The healing cult of 
Asclepius was famous at Pergamum.” Christians from this city, most likely, recognized in 
Revelation’s serpent, (12:9) the chief symbol of their city’s deity. People would go in the temple 
at night and lay on the floor believing they would be healed if a snake would touch them. There 
were nonpoisonous snakes that were abundant in this temple. More often, scholars think of the 
famous huge throne-like altar of Zeus the savior, whose sculptures included serpents; it was “a 
monumental colonnaded court in the form of a horseshoe, 120 by 112feet, whose podium was 
nearly, 18 feet high.” Most scholars lean toward the seat of satan as the greatest immediate threat 
to believers. According to Keener, it may have been the cult of the emperor; the old temple of 
Augustus, which stood on the lofty rock citadel. According to Hemer, the citadel was 
conspicuous to anyone who approached the city. Because of the context of paganism in general 
or, more likely, the imperial cult, in particular, led to the martyrdom of Antipas as mentioned in 
2:13. Jesus, Himself, used the term “faithful witness” in Revelation 1:5 for Antipas. Jesus says, 
in vs. 13 “I KNOW THAT YOU LIVED IN THE CITY WHERE SATAN HAS HIS 
THRONE...” Most likely this is a reference to the worship of the emperor, who represents the 
state. This is very similar to Communism, Marxism, socialism, and any other governmental 
ideology that says the individual is not important, but the state is. Jesus is our God, loved ones, 
not any governor, president, or any political figure. 

The word for live is the word “Katoiken”. It means, according to Barclay, to have one’s home, 
one’s permanent residence, in a place. This is an unusual word for Christians in the world. 
Usually the word which is used of Christians is “paroikein”, which means to be a stranger, a 
sojourner, throughout the provinces of Asia Minor. It is more usual to think of a Christian as a 
stranger and a pilgrim than as a permanent resident in any place in the world. But in this context 
Jesus means something different. The Christians of Pergamum have their permanent residence, 
so far as this world is concerned, in Pergamum; and Pergamum is the place where the throne of 
satan is. The place where satan’s rule is strongest; the place where satan exercises most 
authority. Barclay writes, “…it is there that the Christians of Pergamum have to stay, and 
have to go on staying, whether they like it or not. They are there, and they cannot get 
away.” Loved ones, please hear me: This is so crucial for us in this time of our history! This 
where I got the idea for THRIVE WHERE CHRIST PLANTS YOU.  Jesus was saying to the 
church in Pergamum and to the church today, to CVCHURCH, to be followers of Jesus Christ is 
not an escape; it is a CONQUEST! It could be that we often feel it would be so much easier to be 
a Christian in some other place and in some other circumstances. To be among people who are 
more sympathetic, and in a circle where to be a witness would be easier. The obligation for the 
Christian, however, is to be committed to the conviction that we don’t run away, but we witness 
for Jesus where life (Jesus) has sent us. 
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ABANDON those who TEACH and model compromise.  Vs. 14-15 “BUT I HAVE A FEW 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST YOU. YOU TOLERATE SOME AMONG YOU WHOSE 
TEACHING IS LIKE THAT OF BALAAM, WHO SHOWED BALAK HOW TO TRIP 
UP THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. HE TAUGHT THEM TO SIN BY EATING FOOD 
OFFERED TO IDOLS AND BY COMMITTING SEXUAL SIN. IN A SIMILAR WAY, 
YOU HAVE SOME NICOLAITANS AMONG YOU WHO FOLLOW THE SAME 
TEACHING.” While Jesus affirms the church for refusing to deny Him, He doesn’t rebuke 
them for adhering to the greed of Balaam who prophesied in the name of God for money, not out 
of obedience to God’s command. Jesus, however, corrects and judges them for their indifference 
and to those within their midst who were sympathetic to this kind of lifestyle. The name Balaam, 
according to Thomas, comes from two Hebrew words, “bala” meaning “He swallows” and “am” 
meaning “people”. Thomas writes, “…interestingly, according to the derivative meanings of 
the names, the two groups troubling this church were “swallowers of the people” (the 
Balaamites) and “conquerors of the people” (The Nicolaitans). 

Jesus says He is against those who were teaching and modeling the behavior of Balaam. He was 
a notorious O. T. prophet for hire. His story is found in Numbers 22-25. Balak, the king of Moab, 
was fearful that the Israelites had come to destroy them like they had done to the Amorites. 
Balak hired Balaam to curse the Israelites but was unable to do so. Instead, he taught Balak how 
to place a stumbling block for Israel, tripping them up by luring them to participate in idolatrous 
festivals that led to sexual immorality. In Numbers 25:1-2 the stumbling block was the inverse of 
what Jesus taught. Jesus says Balaam taught the people to eat food offered to idols and 
encouraged them to commit sexual sin. Jesus says, in vs. 15, that the Nicolaitans taught them 
similar things. The issue was the church at Pergamum practicing a life of compromise. 

In Numbers 25:1-2 the men started having sexual unions with the Moabite women who invited 
them to attend sacrifices to their pagan gods. The Israelites feasted with them and worshiped the 
gods of Moab. This caused God’s anger to blaze against them. Those in the church of Pergamum 
were being seduced by Balaamites who were teaching them to compromise their lives with the 
pagan system. Peter rebuked the Balaamites in 2 Peter 2:15-16: “THEY HAVE WANDERED 
OFF THE RIGHT ROAD AND FOLLOWED THE FOOTSTEPS OF BALAAM SON OF 
BEOR, WHO LOVED TO EARN MONEY BY DOING WRONG. BUT BALAAM WAS 
STOPPED FROM HIS MAD COURSE WHEN HIS DONKEY REBUKED HIM WITH A 
HUMAN VOICE.” Jude writes about these false teachers in vs. 11 “LIKE BALAAM, THEY 
DECEIVE PEOPLE FOR MONEY.” 

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-17 Paul explains to them the ridiculous incongruency and 
unreasonableness for believers to base their lives on the values, ethics, and behaviors of 
nonbelievers. “DON’T TEAM UP WITH THOSE WHO ARE UNBELIEVERS. HOW CAN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS BE A PARTNER WITH WICKEDNESS? HOW CAN LIGHT LIVE 
WITH DARKNESS? WHAT HARMONY CAN THERE BE BETWEEN CHRIST AND 
THE DEVIL? HOW CAN A BELIEVER BE A PARTNER WITH AN UNBELIEVER? 
AND WHAT UNION CAN THERE BE BETWEEN GOD’S TEMPLE AND IDOLS? FOR 
WE ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD. AS GOD SAID: ‘I WILL LIVE IN 
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THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY WILL BE 
MY PEOPLE. THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM AMONG UNBELIEVERS, AND 
SEPARATE YOURSELVES FROM THEM’, SAYS THE LORD. ‘DON’T TOUCH 
THEIR FILTHY THINGS, AND I WILL WELCOME YOU.’” Those following Balaam’s 
teaching believed one could attend pagan feasts, with all their debauchery and sexual immorality 
and still join the church to worship Jesus Christ.  This is impossible because James 4:3-4 says, 
“AND EVEN WHEN YOU ASK, YOU DON’T GET IT BECAUSE YOUR MOTIVES 
ARE ALL WRONG-YOU WANT ONLY WHAT WILL GIVE YOU PLEASURE.  YOU 
ADULTERERS! DON’T YOU REALIZE THAT FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD 
MAKES YOU AN ENEMY OF GOD? I SAY IT AGAIN: IF YOU WANT TO BE A 
FRIEND OF THE WORLD, YOU MAKE YOURSELF AN ENEMY OF GOD.”  I have 
done my best to lead CVCHURCH in such a way that people feel the love and acceptance of 
Jesus Christ. At the same time, I also teach in a way to help us all understand that if you choose 
to live in rebellion to Jesus Christ this is not the place to do it if intend to set traps and stumbling 
blocks in other people’s lives. 

NURTURE repentance that turns away from INAPPROPRIATE tolerance. Vs. 2:16 
“REPENT OF YOUR SIN, OR I WILL COME TO YOU SUDDENLY AND FIGHT 
AGAINST THEM WITH THE SWORD OF MY MOUTH.”  Repent comes from the word 
“Metanoia,” a word that means “to describe a change of mind, (attitude) that results in a 
change of behavior.” The tolerance that is touted in our culture is not Biblical tolerance. To 
tolerate, to allow false teaching that leads to sinful behavior in a Christian’s life and in the life of 
the local church is not a virtue; it is a sin. This is such a serious issue that Jesus issues them a 
very specific warning: should they fail to repent of their failure to discipline, He will come 
suddenly and fight against them with the sword of judgment. In Numbers Chapter 23 we’re told 
that God told Balaam not to go. Balaam chose to go anyway. God was angry that he rebelled 
against what He told him to do. God sent the angel of the Lord to stand in the road to block 
Balaam’s way. This story is a rebuke to the prophet and to any of us who stubbornly choose to 
go against the way that Jesus, in His word, has taught us to follow. God opened the eyes of the 
donkey to see what the prophet couldn’t see. He also gave the donkey the ability to speak. You 
can see just how far-off Balaam was. What’s interesting to our text is that the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lord with a drawn sword. The sword in the Revelation text and the Numbers text 
represents God’s judgment. The church was threatened with God’s judgment for allowing these 
false influences in their church family. As believers, in our own lives and each other’s lives, we 
cannot sit idly by and allow sin to corrupt our community life together. See 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 
& 6-7: “YOUR BOASTING ABOUT THIS IS TERRIBLE. DON’T YOU REALIZE THIS 
SIN IS LIKE A LITTLE YEAST THAT SPREADS THROUGH THE WHOLE BATCH 
OF DOUGH?  GET RID OF THE OLD ‘YEAST’ BY REMOVING THIS WICKED 
PERSON FROM AMONG YOU. THEN YOU WILL BE LIKE A FRESH BATCH OF 
DOUGH MADE WITHOUT YEAST, WHICH IS WHAT YOU REALLY ARE. CHRIST, 
OUR PASSOVER LAMB, HAS BEEN SACRIFICED FOR US.”  

DEVOTE yourself to receiving the rewards of single-hearted COMMITMENT to Jesus. 
VS. 17, “ANYONE WITH EARS TO HEAR MUST LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT AND 
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UNDERSTAND WHAT HE IS SAYING TO THE CHURCHES. TO EVERYONE WHO 
IS VICTORIOUS I WILL GIVE SOME OF THE MANNA THAT HAS BEEN HIDDEN 
AWAY IN HEAVEN. AND I WILL GIVE TO EACH ONE A WHITE STONE, AND ON 
THE STONE WILL BE ENGRAVED A NEW NAME.” 

Manna was a honey flavored bread that God fed the Israelites in their 40 years of wandering in 
the desert (Ex. 16:14ff).  In Exodus 16:33, God told the Israelites to memorialize God’s divine 
provision by keeping a jar of manna inside the Ark of the covenant during their travels. 
According to MacArthur, the hidden manna is symbolic of Jesus Christ who said He was the 
Bread Of Life come down from Heaven in John 6:48-51. Jesus provides the Spiritual 
nourishment we must have to be faithful to the end; to be victorious with all of the pain, pressure, 
and persecution that comes our way. There are different suggestions of the meaning of the white 
stone.  ‘A new name’ is clearer: A new name will be given to every believer who remains 
faithful to the end and overcomes satan’s attempt to get us to turn away from Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior. It is best to view the white stone, according to MacArthur, in light of the Roman 
custom of awarding white stones to the victors in athletic contests. The white stone inscribed 
with the athlete’s name served as their ticket to a special awards banquet. Seen this way, Jesus 
promises the overcomers entrance to the eternal victory celebration in Heaven. Jesus says we 
don’t know what the new name is, but it will uniquely represent the Father’s special love for, and 
adoption of, every true son and daughter of His. Jesus words behoove us to repent, change our 
minds, attitudes, and behaviors to come in line with His Word, purpose, and plan for our lives.  

Let’s pray. 

 

Communion: Matthew 26:26-30 (NLT) (April 2021) 

AS THEY WERE EATING, JESUS TOOK SOME BREAD AND BLESSED IT. THEN 
HE BROKE IT IN PIECES AND GAVE IT TO THE DISCIPLES, SAYING, “TAKE 
THIS AND EAT IT, FOR THIS IS MY BODY.  AND HE TOOK A CUP OF WINE AND 
GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR IT. HE GAVE IT TO THEM AND SAID, “EACH OF 
YOU DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS MY BLOOD, WHICH CONFIRMS THE 
COVENANT BETWEEN GOD AND HIS PEOPLE. IT IS POURED OUT AS A 
SACRIFICE TO FORGIVE THE SINS OF MANY.  MARK MY WORDS—I WILL NOT 
DRINK WINE AGAIN UNTIL THE DAY I DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU IN MY 
FATHER’S KINGDOM.”  THEN THEY SANG A HYMN AND WENT OUT TO THE 
MOUNT OF OLIVES. 


