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Scott A. Wood           4-14-2019 
EASTER SERIES: FREEDOM 

PART 1: FINISH 
 

As a child growing up, I was always confused with the term 
“Good Friday.” As I grasped the idea that, on that Friday, 
Jesus was whipped, beaten, tortured, and died on a cross and 
then buried in a grave, I couldn’t fathom why it was called 
Good Friday. I always thought of it as “Frightful Friday.” I 
didn’t understand the importance of what Jesus had come to 
do.  
 
Over the last few decades, Jesus has been portrayed in 
movies and articles and books as a man who struggled with 
an identity crisis. He was confused about why He came to 
earth, who He was and didn’t really know what He was 
supposed to do. That is completely wrong-headed and 
nothing but nonsense. 
 
In the Gospels and today we’re looking at what John reported 
about who Jesus thought He was and what His purpose was. 
Jesus was very clear on Who He was and why He came to 
earth. In John 1:18 Jesus says, “No one has ever seen God. 
But the unique One, who is Himself God, is near to the 
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.” This is 
incredible, friends. The phrase, “Near to the Father’s heart,” 
speaks of an affectionate image like that of a son or a 
daughter on their father’s lap. Keener writes, “John’s Gospel 
clarifies this role of intimacy for that disciple in vs. 22 that 
Jesus loved who was sitting next to Him at the table. It is 
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well known that they would often recline and lay their 
heads on each other’s chests. It was a very intimate 
setting. Jesus who existed before creation, was in a face to 
face relationship with Father God.” They shared along 
with the Holy Spirit the most intimate, honest, and vulnerable 
relationship possible. It is Jesus, who lived face to face with 
the Father and is near to Father God’s heart, Who is the One 
who came to earth for the express purpose of revealing and 
making tangible the Father to us. Oh yes, loved ones, Jesus 
was crystal clear on what His mission and purpose was in 
coming to earth. It was to make God real to us. The Apostle 
John, who wrote the Gospel of John, puts it this way in 1st 
John 1:1-2, “We proclaim to you the One who existed from 
the beginning, Whom we have heard and seen. We saw 
Him with our own eyes and touched Him with our own 
hands. He is the Word of life. 2This One who is life itself 
was revealed to us, and we have seen Him. And now we 
testify and proclaim to you that He is the One Who is 
eternal life. He was with the Father, and then He was 
revealed to us.” The first reason Jesus came to earth was to 
reveal His Father to us.  
 
In John 4:34 he writes, “Then Jesus explained, ‘My 
nourishment comes from doing the will of God, Who sent 
Me, and from finishing His work.’” Jesus had just shared 
His life with a woman who was quite immoral from Samaria, 
and she was so transformed by what He said and how 
revealed things about herself that no one but she knew. She 
was so impacted she left her water jug at the well and went 
back to tell the town. His disciples were shocked to see Him 
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talking to a woman, and they urged Him to go eat some food. 
In vs. 33 Jesus tells them, “I have a kind of food you know 
nothing about.” Then in the verse I just read to you, Jesus 
explains that His true food, His true nourishment and source 
of energy and fuel and joy and meaning comes from finishing 
the work God had sent Him to do. He says, “My nourishment, 
My sustenance, My very life comes from doing the will and 
work of My Father.” Not just starting it and getting it halfway 
done, but finishing and completing it. Jesus knew exactly 
who He was, why He came and what His purpose and 
mission in life was all about. Then in John 17:4 Jesus says, “I 
brought glory to You here on earth by completing the 
work You gave Me to do.” Up to this point, Jesus has been 
faithful through His life, His teachings, His character, His 
miracles, He has brought glory to the Father because He is 
also God. Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) says, “He (Jesus) is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His 
nature, and He upholds the universe by the Word of His 
power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on High.” Jesus completed 
His work up to that point by revealing the full and definitive 
representation of who God is by being the exact imprint of 
God’s real being. Therefore, Jesus is identical in substance to 
God, being Himself fully God. The Bible says that Jesus, 
God’s Son, is exactly like the Father in all His attributes and 
abilities. Just before Jesus died and released His Spirit to the 
Father, John writes in John 19:28-30, “Jesus knew that His 
mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture He said, 
‘I am thirsty.’ 29A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so 
they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and 
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held it up to His lips. 30When Jesus had tasted it, He said, 
‘It is finished.’ Then He bowed His head and released His 
spirit.” What I want to look at with you for a few minutes is, 
“What is finished? What job is done?” Jesus shouts it has 
been completed. Keener writes, “The perfect tense most 
likely connotes action finished in the past with continuing 
effects in the present.” What Jesus accomplished on the 
cross, loved ones, not only was effective then, but the Bible 
says His death, burial and resurrection have continuing 
impact today and into eternity. Friends, there has never been 
three more important words than IT IS FINISHED. These 
are the three most important words in your life whether you 
realize it or not. If Jesus Christ had not said, “It is finished,” 
you would have no hope, you would have no purpose for 
today and you would have no power for your problems nor 
peace in your heart, or no pardon for your sin and no place in 
heaven for eternity. None of these truths would be available if 
Jesus had not shouted out before He died, IT IS FINISHED. 
But Jesus did complete the job the Father had given to Him. 
In order to understand the words, IT IS FINISHED, there are 
three important truths to understand. First, God is a God of 
order and laws. God is a God of justice and fairness and God 
is a God of love and forgiveness. Let’s look at: 
 
What did Jesus finish on the cross for you, and why? 
 
I. Jesus paid my penalty, and He canceled my debt on the 
cross 
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There are laws that God has put into the universe and into our 
lives. The Bible says we have all broken His laws. Our sin 
has transgressed His holiness, perfection and love. Someone 
must pay for these transgressions and rebellion. Either you 
must, or someone else will have to. God says because of your 
sinful nature you don’t have what it takes to reconcile 
yourself to God. In the book of Romans 8:3-4 Paul writes, 
“The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the 
weakness of our sinful nature. So, God did what the law 
could not do. He sent His own Son in a body like the 
bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an 
end to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins. 4He did this so that the just 
requirements of the law would be fully satisfied for us, 
who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow 
the Spirit.” The truth is that the Bible says that the wages of 
sin is death. Did you know that yours and my sin has a bill 
that comes with it? God’s justice and fairness demands that 
we pay for our sins. When Jesus shouts from the cross, “It is 
finished,” what He is saying is that, “On the cross I pay your 
penalty. I took your place.” By taking our sins on Himself, 
satan, sin and death no longer have to have control over us 
because Jesus is our sacrifice. He did this so the just 
requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for everyone 
who surrenders their lives to Jesus and they follow the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. That is great news. In the book 
of Hebrews 9:15 it says, “For Christ died to set them free 
from the penalty of the sins they had committed under 
that first covenant.” So, everything you’ve ever done 
wrong, Jesus paid for on the cross. More than that, He not 
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only forgave you, He not only paid your penalty, He has 
wiped out your account. Look at this next verse in Colossians 
2:14, “He canceled the record of the charges against us 
and took it away by nailing it to the cross.” How many 
thoughts, images and experiences do you have that have been 
done to you or you have committed against others, and you 
just can’t get them out of your heart, mind and feelings? 
When you remember them, they bring guilt, shame, 
humiliation, and embarrassment. Even worse, how many 
times have you gone against God’s purposes and plans for 
your life, and you just feel so overwhelmed with the guilt that 
comes from knowing you just can’t measure up? Guess what? 
There is freedom only in a personal relationship with Jesus 
and you hear Him say to you, “IT IS FINISHED. I have paid 
the price. I have taken your place. I personally have taken all 
the incriminating evidence against you, and I have canceled 
the charges against you, and I have nailed all your 
indictments on My cross.” I recently heard a story about an 
elderly woman whose husband died, and she called the life 
insurance company. She said, “I’m so sorry. I’m embarrassed 
about this, but I live on a limited income, and I can’t afford to 
keep paying my husband’s life insurance. He died five years 
ago, and I just can’t afford to pay it on my own.” The 
insurance agent was taken back by what she was saying and 
how she could have not known about the benefits that were to 
come to her. The agent said, “Ma’am, we’re supposed to be 
paying you, not you paying us. That’s done. There’s a policy 
called death benefits. That means the moment the person 
dies, you start getting all of the benefits from it.”  
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One aspect of freedom for you that Jesus wants you to 
experience this Easter is for you to live out the truth that IT 
IS FINISHED in your life. No longer do you have to let 
anger, shame, guilt, humiliation, depression, hopelessness, 
despair, or fear dominate you anymore. Jesus loves you 
totally and completely. Hebrews 5:9 GW says, “After Jesus 
had finished His work, He became the source of eternal 
salvation for everyone who obeys Him.” I declare to you 
today, you can experience His unconditional love, acceptance 
and forgiveness. He has completed His work. He can now 
become your source of salvation, if you but turn the entirety 
of your life over to Him. 
 
II. Jesus defeated the fear of death 
 
Death, as far as I know, is universal, and the mortality rate is 
100%. We’re all going to die, and the fear of death is 
universal. We are all terminal. None is going to live forever 
on this planet. Only a fool would go through life unprepared 
for something you’ve known since you were born is going to 
happen to you. You’re going to die. You’re meant to live 
forever, not just in this body on this present planet. So, I have 
a question: If we know we’re all terminal, and we know it’s 
going to happen to everyone, why do we get so fearful about 
it? I think one reason is if you don’t know Jesus and you 
haven’t read the Bible then you can be unsure of what will 
happen to you after you die. There are a lot of ideas that have 
been floated out there in every culture, but they’re not based 
on the truth of God’s Word. You do not have to be afraid 
about your own death if you accept what Jesus did for you on 
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the cross, because you’re not afraid to meet God, because 
your penalty has been paid for and your debt has been 
canceled. Romans 5:17 says, “For the sin of this one man, 
Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater 
is God’s wonderful grace and His gift of righteousness, for 
all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death 
through this one Man, Jesus Christ.” Though Adam’s sin 
against God caused all of us to experience our sinful nature, 
through Jesus Christ, the Bible says because of God’s grace, 
goodness and gift to us we will triumph over sin and death, 
because Jesus completed our salvation on the cross when He 
cried out IT IS FINISHED. Hebrews 2:14-16 says, 
“Because God’s children are human beings—made of 
flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. 
For only as a human being could He die, only by dying 
could He break the power of the devil, who had the power 
of death.” What a powerful verse to explain the why of 
Easter. Christianity. Jesus came in a human body, so He 
could die for us as our representative, and, in doing so, from 
the human side and the divine side, He was able to not only 
break satan’s power over us, but through His death He has 
broken the power of death. Hear Jesus say to you, this 
morning (afternoon) concerning your eternal death, “IT IS 
FINISHED. I have paid the penalty you owed for your sin, 
and I have canceled your debt against God. I have defeated 
death, so you do not have to fear any longer.” 
 
III. Jesus broke satan’s power to destroy my life 
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I will talk more about this next Sunday on Easter Sunday, but 
once you understand that satan’s power has been broken over 
you, you can then appropriate the life, love, authority, and 
power of Jesus in your life and your family’s life and the 
lives of those you relate to. Life is hard. Do you ever feel like 
it’s a struggle? Do you ever feel like you’re in a battle, you 
feel like you’re having to fight for everything, you feel like 
you’re in a war? Well, guess what. You are. There is a 
cosmic spiritual war that’s going on between good and evil, 
between God and satan. Being part of the human family, you 
are engaged in the war whether you believe there is one or 
not or whether you want to be in the war or not. If you don’t 
know this, it is very important for you to understand what I 
am about to say and believe what the Bible says about this 
truth. Satan hates everything God creates. Satan cannot create 
anything. He’s not a creator. He’s a destroyer. He warps, 
distorts and perverts what God has intended for our good and 
benefit. What is the reason that satan hates you? It is because 
you have been uniquely created in the image of God. He 
thought he had destroyed God’s plan when Jesus was 
crucified. He only succeeded in eternally wounding himself. 
He will be judged in hell at the end of the age. Until then, he 
will do everything he can to destroy God’s image by hurting, 
lying and killing every human he can. 
 
Thank God because of what Jesus did on the cross you can 
thwart whatever plans he has to lie to you, to destroy you and 
try to cut your life short. Colossians 1:13-14 says, “For He 
has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and 
transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, 14Who 
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purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” When you 
accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior you become 
transferred from satan’s kingdom, and God places you firmly 
into the Kingdom of His dear Son. He has the authority to do 
this because He defeated satan on the cross through Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection. 
 
Satan uses temptation to try to divert you from the path of 
God’s purposes to do something that’s self-destructive, that’ll 
hurt you, that’ll hurt your relationships, that’ll hurt your 
family. If you listen to his lies—once you take his bate, then 
he will dog you with condemnation and keep whispering in 
your ear, you’re nothing. You’re worthless. You don’t matter. 
No one likes you. You’re never going to get married. Your 
marriage will never make it. Satan can’t tell the truth. Jesus 
said in the book of John that he was a liar from the beginning, 
and he cannot tell the truth. I want to close with this.  
 
• Because of the cross I can resist temptation 
 

Through Jesus I have a new power that is living and working 
in me. 1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “The temptations in your 
life are no different from what others experience. And 
God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be 
more than you can stand. When you’re tempted, He will 
show you a way out so that you endure.” This means that 
God will never allow more on you then He puts in you to 
bear it up. Paul says that God will always make a way of 
escape. You simply need to ask Him where the escape hatch 
is, and He will tell you. But you must listen and obey and 
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take the way out. You don’t have to say “yes” to the 
temptation; you now have the power to say “no.”  
 
• Because of the cross, I can receive His new life 
 

Colossians 2:13-15 says, “You were dead because of your 
sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. 
Then God made you alive with Christ for He forgave all 
our sins. 14He canceled the record of the charges against 
us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15In this 
way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He 
shamed them publicly by His victory over them on the 
cross.” When you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, what happens is that your old nature gets cut away. 
You become a new person. A new creation. Jesus places His 
Holy Spirit in your life, and He gives you new motives, new 
purposes, new direction, new power, and a new nature. If you 
haven’t received Jesus as your Lord and Savior yet, you can 
do so right now. Allow what He did on the cross when He 
shouted out, IT IS FINISHED, be true for you. Start receiving 
the benefits that He died and was resurrected from the dead 
for you. Let’s pray. 
 
 


