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SERIES: UNSHAKABLE HOPE 

PART 2: WHERE’S YOUR HOPE 
 

In our culture there has been a great deal of conversation about how so much of 
our culture is broken. It is also true in Christian circles today. This isn’t really 
surprising when we see just as many Christian marriages as non-Christian 
marriages end in divorce. We have broken hearts, broken homes, broken 
promises, and broken marriages, and the question: Can they really be fixed? Is 
there any hope? Is there anyone or anything that I can put my hope in and know 
with a certainty that everything is going to be okay? Loved ones, all of the 
brokenness we see in our own lives and in our world is simply a result of the 
general human brokenness which has at its root the ultimate human problem of 
the breakdown of our relationship with God and the devastating effects of that 
broken relationship. The truth of the Good News of the Gospel points to the truth 
that if one fixes their relationship with God, then these other manifestations of our 
human brokenness can be worked out. This really is the purpose of the local 
church. CVCHURCH exists to develop fully developed followers of Jesus 
Christ by connecting them with Father God, the local church, those we can 
serve and people who don’t yet know Jesus.  There is a great hope in this 
truth. Jesus Christ living in and through His people can introduce people to their 
one and only true source of hope. And there is also a place for a reality 
statement, and I believe it is this--even when brokenness gets fixed, the signs 
and some of the lasting effects of that brokenness still exist. Jesus Christ wants 
to empower each one of us through His love to become wounded healers. One of 
the amazing truths of the Bible is that when we see Jesus Christ we will see His 
wounds. We will all instantly recognize that Jesus is the King of Kings and He is 
the Lords of Lords and it will be our pleasure to love, live with and serve Him for 
eternity, all the while we will see that He was wounded for our brokenness so that 
we could experience His love, acceptance and forgiveness--but His wounds will 
be seen for eternity. 
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Fix in your mind for a moment a beautiful porcelain vase sitting on a mantle 
piece. (Slide: Vase).  The cat jumps and knocks the vase to the marble 
hearthstone below and breaks it. Can the pieces be glued back together? Yes, 
they can. Will the vase ever look or be the same again? No, it will not. It will bear 
the signs of its brokenness always, and it will probably need to be handled more 
carefully hereafter. It is exactly the same with our lives and our relationships, 
even if we have surrendered our lives to Jesus. 
 
Jesus’ goal for each one of us is that we become fully devoted followers of Him. 
In order to do that He calls us in Mark 8:34-35 “If any of you wants to be My 
follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and 
follow Me. 35 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you 
give up your life for My sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will 
save it.” Jesus is saying that our old person that was shaped in sin must die. 
Our self-centered orientation needs to be shattered like the vase, and the healing 
that comes beyond this brokenness does not involve simply picking up the pieces 
and gluing them back together so that we can go on being our old selfish selves. 
Instead, they are reconfigured into a new whole, a new self. Just as the risen 
Christ still bore the holes in His hands, we too will bear the marks of our former 
brokenness as new persons in Christ. Here is the hope you have when you 
surrender your life to Jesus Christ, Ben Witherington writes, “The old is both 
transfigured and transformed, but it is not entirely transcended in this 
lifetime, if by that one means it is totally left in the past. We are called to 
remember where we have come from, what kind of persons we once were, 
to own up to our past and claim that God’s power is made perfect in our 
very weakness. A cross-shaped life does not ever reach the palace in this 
lifetime where it no longer needs to bear the cross or to stand in its 
shadow. The reason for this is sin, while it does not reign in the Christian’s 
life, nonetheless remains as a living force and a danger.” 
 
Let’s look at for a few minutes this morning (afternoon) HOW TO DISCOVER 
WHO YOUR TRUE SOURCE OF HOPE IS.  Please follow as I read this most 
fascinating portion of scripture. Romans 5:6-21 “When we were utterly 
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helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7Now, 
most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though 
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially 
good. 8But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners. 9And since we have been made right in God’s 
sight by the blood of Christ, He will certainly save us from God’s 
condemnation. 10For since our friendship with God was restored by the 
death of His Son while we were still His enemies, we will certainly be saved 
through the life of His Son. 11So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new 
relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends 
of God. 12When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought 
death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 13Yes, people 
sinned even before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin 
because there was not yet any law to break. 14Still, everyone died--from the 
time of Adam to the time of Moses--even those who did not disobey an 
explicit commandment of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a 
representation of Christ, who was yet to come. 15But there is a great 
difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this 
one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s 
wonderful grace and His gift of forgiveness to many through this other 
man, Jesus Christ. 16And the result of God’s gracious gift is very different 
from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, 
but God’s free gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we 
are guilty of many sins. 17For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death 
to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and His gift of 
righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death 
through this one man, Jesus Christ. 18Yes, Adam’s one sin brings 
condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a 
right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19Because one person 
disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person 
obeyed God, many will be made righteous. 20God’s law was given so that all 
people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and 
more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. 21So just as sin ruled 
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over all people and brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace 
rules instead, giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
I. Turn your life over to the One who gave His life for you.  Romans 5:6-11 
 
I love verse 6. “When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right 
time and died for us sinners.” If we were to take this incredibly dense and 
power-packed passage into one sentence--which is a great practice to develop--I 
believe it would be this: “By the sin of Adam the human race became sinners 
and were alienated from God, but through Jesus Christ the human race can 
be restored to a right relationship with God our Creator.” This is exactly what 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:21 “So you see, just as death came into the 
world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun 
through another man.” The Bible teaches us that we can know God loves us 
because Jesus gave His life for us when we were at our weakest and most 
helpless state. Jesus came just at the right time and died for us while we were 
still enemies of God and in rebellion against Him. Jesus Christ, God’s promised 
King, gave up everything--His own life on our behalf even when we had rejected 
Him. Paul argues that most people would not be willing to give their lives up for 
another person though someone might be willing to die for a person who is 
especially good. The point is that it is extremely uncommon for a person to 
sacrifice their own life in order to save the life even of someone of high character. 
Most people today won’t give up their time or some of their discretionary time to 
help another person. Still there are fewer people who are inclined to give their 
lives to save a person they know to be a wicked scoundrel. As I was listening to 
the pundits after the election on Thursday, there were those that said they feel 
such hatred for Trump and those who voted him in. I fully understand. I have a 
friend who is a Buddhist, and she feels that President Obama has not gone far 
enough to the left. The day before the election I went to her desk, and I said, 
“Come on, group hug.” I told her I felt concerned that Hillary was going to win big 
and she agreed with me. So I knew she would not be doing well after the results. 
So I intentionally went just to see her. When she saw me she was hesitant but I 
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went up and held her in my arms, and I said that “I am here for you,” and that “I 
love you deeply and always will.” As I did my business I went back over and she 
started crying and said, “I am so depressed I don’t know what I am going to do.” I 
told her we will get through this together. She stopped crying and looked at me 
and said, “It might not be as bad as I think.” I said to her, “Let’s work together to 
move our culture forward.” She will be coming to one of our two Christmas Eve 
services on the 24th. I will speak on the topic, “HOW TO HAVE A FEARLESS 
CHRISTMAS”. Please be praying with me on who you can bring to one or both of 
our special Christmas Eve services. Since Christmas is on Sunday this year we 
will not have any services on that day. So plan on being with us on Saturday, 
December the 24th. You have a flyer in your bulletin, and we’re asking you for 
your help. Which service time would be best for you and your family and friends 
that you are prayerfully looking at inviting? Give us your first and 2nd choices that 
you will attend. Please fill it out and hand it in to us today so we can make our 
decision what our service times will be, so we can start our promotion of this 
most wonderful time of the year. 
  
In vs. 8 Paul writes, “But God showed His great love for us be sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners.” Loved ones, here is the single action 
which completely proves that God loves us. While you were estranged from God, 
alienated and cut off from Him. You had no interest whether He existed or not, 
and you were part of the human race that was rebelling and resisting against 
Him--Jesus Christ chose, by the will of His Heavenly Father, to give up His life for 
you and sacrifice His life. This selfless undeserved love is completely beyond 
human comprehension. Here is the amazing truth, loved ones. Even when 
we--when you--were in open revolt against Him, Jesus loved you so much that 
He went ahead and gave His life for you. Jesus Christ is your true hope. The 
most important decision you will ever make is to TURN YOUR LIFE OVER TO 
JESUS WHO GAVE HIS LIFE FOR YOU. 
 
II. Place your trust in the One who makes the eternal difference. Romans 
5:12-17 
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Paul now explains the concept of the solidarity that exists in the Bible with the 
human race. It is through Adam and his willful transgression, the breaking of 
God’s commandment to him, that death entered into the human family and our 
world through his sin. Paul writes, in vs. 12 “When Adam sinned, sin entered 
the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for 
everyone sinned.” Paul is referring to Genesis 2:17 that says, “You must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from 
it you will certainly die.” Paul’s focus is not so much on the entry of sin but the 
reign of death that followed. Paul isn’t just thinking of Adam but what happened 
to the entire human family. Adam unleashed the power of death that afflicts all 
people everywhere, and this is how death has come to us all. We are all subject 
to the power of death because of Adam’s sin and our own personal sin. In vs. 
14b-15 Paul makes a very important statement. He writes, “Now Adam is a 
symbol, a representation of Christ, who was yet to come. 15 But there is a 
great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of 
this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s 
wonderful grace and His gift of forgiveness to many through this other 
man, Jesus Christ.” What makes Adam a type of Christ is his universal impact 
of sin, death and alienation through his one act of disobedience. In the biblical 
culture an individual was seen through the perspective of his or her clan and 
tribe. The focus was more on the solidarity of a person’s people than on their 
own individuality. In the West we put an extraordinary focus on the individual, not 
so in the East. It is Adam’s one transgression just as what Jesus did in one 
sacrificial act on the cross that effects every human being which makes Adam a 
type of Christ. In vv. 15-17 Paul lays out the difference between Adam’s sin and 
God’s gracious gift of salvation, forgiveness, mercy, grace, and eternal life. 
Through Adam’s sin, God’s condemnation and wrath is placed on every one of 
us. We stand in solidarity from our conception on with Adam. But Paul argues 
even though Adam’s sin has caused every one of us to be born spiritually dead 
on arrival--meaning that we come into this earth already estranged, alienated and 
separated from God. This is what God meant when He told Adam in the garden, 
“If you disobey Me, you will die.” It was a complete surrender to the power of 
death. Spiritually as well as emotionally, relationally and physically. But the Bible 
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says that God’s free gift in and through Jesus leads to our being made right with 
God just like Adam and Eve were in the garden. There was no shame, 
humiliation, guilt, fear or any of these negative emotions. Like the porcelain vase 
that I started off with in our time together, through Jesus Christ we can be put 
back together, but we will still struggle with sin and all of it’s accompanying 
consequences until Jesus comes back for us. This gift of righteousness that 
Jesus gives us is the gift of having the capacity and capabilities to relate to God 
now because sin’s condemnation and judgment have been taken from us. Just 
as Adam’s sin has caused death to rule over us Paul says to place your trust in 
Jesus Christ to forgive your sins and place you into a loving relationship with 
Father God so you now can live in triumph over sin and death through this one 
man, Jesus Christ. You are now brought into a relationship with God through 
your relationship and solidarity with Jesus Christ. 
 
III. Choose to live under Christ’s rule of grace.  
 
In this section from 5:12-21 Paul uses the word “reign” 5 of the 9 times he uses it 
in all of his letters in the N.T. He speaks of death reigning from Adam to Moses in 
vs. 14. In vs. 17 because of one man’s trespass death reigned, but Paul argues 
through the abundant grace of the free gift of righteousness reigns in life through 
the one man Jesus Christ. In vs. 21 again Paul states that sin reigns through 
death that through Jesus grace now reigns through righteousness that leads to 
eternal life. The term for rule or reign is the Greek word Basileuo which means to 
“rule as a king.” Death through Adam’s sin rules as king over those who do not 
choose to live under Christ’s rule of grace. Jesus rules as King because of His 
obedience to the will of the Father. Philippians 2:6-11 says, “Though He was 
God, He did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 
Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a human being. Then He appeared in human form, 8 
He humbled Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore, God elevated Him to the place of highest honor and 
gave Him the name above all other names, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
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every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” In vs. 19 of Romans 5 Paul contrasts Adam’s act of transgression of 
God’s command to Christ’s obedience. Adam disobeyed God by willfully ignoring 
the command not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Christ obeyed God by submitting to death on the cross to purchase our salvation. 
 
The truth is that every one of us will choose to live under one of these kings. You 
either choose to live your life under the control of death, sin, your own 
selfishness and ultimately under satan’s control, or you can choose to live under 
Christ’s rule of grace. It is here that you experience His unconditional love, grace, 
forgiveness, mercy, purpose, power, presence, and purity. I want to encourage 
you today--if you have never confessed Jesus Christ as your only Lord and 
Savior--today is the day to do it. Paul writes in Romans 10:9-13 “If you confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in 
your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with 
your mouth that you are saved. 11 As the Scriptures tell us, ‘Anyone who 
trusts in Him will never be disgraced. 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in 
this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who 
call on Him. 13 for ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’”  
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