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Scott A. Wood          10-13-2019 
SERIES: FAMILY ON PURPOSE 

Part 5A: THE EXTRAORDINARY LOVE OF A FATHER 
  

Welcome back home, CVCHURCH family. I am so excited 
as I continue to hear stories of what God is doing in your 
lives and through you as we allow the power of God’s Word 
to have His way through us in our lives and the lives of our 
families. 
 
I’m excited to begin a two-part teaching with you entitled, 
“The Extraordinary Love of a Father.” It has traditionally 
been called “The Prodigal Son,” but once you understand this 
parable in its proper culture setting, and as you read the plain 
text of Scripture, Jesus tells this story about a lost sheep, a 
lost coin and two lost sons. As the religious elite, who were 
the spiritual leaders of Israel, saw that tax collectors, 
notorious sinners, people of immorality were spending time 
with Jesus, and He was eating with them, they started 
complaining and grumbling that Jesus would associate 
Himself with such outcasts and unworthies. Jesus tells us 
these three stories—the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost 
son, because He is targeting the mindset of these leaders who 
were incredibly dismissive of certain types of people: 
Woman, shepherds, tax collectors, and immoral people. As 
you go through the Gospels, Jesus does not tolerate the 
attitude that lets us be dismissive towards others or 
demeaning to others or disruptive to others. 
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According to Kenneth Bailey in his books entitled, Poet and 
Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes, and Jesus Through 
Middle Eastern Eyes, and Timothy Keller’s book, The 
Prodigal God, they reason that the word Prodigal doesn’t 
mean wayward and immoral but quote the Merriam 
Webster’s dictionary to mean, “Recklessly spendthrift.” It 
means to spend until you have nothing left. This definition 
fits the kind of love this father demonstrates in this story in 
how he relates to both his younger and older son. The father’s 
unbridled acceptance and welcome of his son back from his 
self-destructive lifestyle that he chose to live, after 
demanding his inheritance while his father was still alive, is 
seen as reckless on behalf of the father. His actions were 
reckless because he refused to hold his son’s sinful attitude 
and actions against him or demand repayment. As we will 
see, this recklessness on behalf of the father deeply offended 
the older son, and most likely the community. Please follow 
along as I read this remarkable story. 
 
“Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to 
listen to Jesus teach. 2This made the Pharisees and 
teachers of religious law complain that He was associating 
with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3So Jesus 
told them this story:... 11b‘A man had two sons. 12The 
younger son told his father, “I want my share of your 
estate now before you die.” So his father agreed to divide 
his wealth between his sons. 13A few days later this 
younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a 
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild 
living. 14About the time his money ran out, a great famine 
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swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15He 
persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent 
him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16The young man 
became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the 
pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
17When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, 
“At home even the hired servants have food enough to 
spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18I will go home to 
my father and say, ‘Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, 19and I am no longer worthy of being 
called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.’” 
20So he returned home to his father. And while he was still 
a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love 
and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him. 21His son said to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy 
of being called your son.” 22But his father said to the 
servants, “Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and 
put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his 
feet. 23And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must 
celebrate with a feast, 24for this son of mine was dead and 
has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is 
found.” So the party began. 25Meanwhile, the older son 
was in the fields working. When he returned home, he 
heard music and dancing in the house, 26and he asked one 
of the servants what was going on. 27“Your brother is 
back,” he was told, “and your father has killed the 
fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe 
return.” 28The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go 
in. His father came out and begged him, 29but he replied, 
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“All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once 
refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that 
time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast 
with my friends. 30Yet when this son of yours comes back 
after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!” 31His father said to 
him, “Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and 
everything I have is yours. 32We had to celebrate this 
happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back 
to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”’” Luke 15:1-3, 
11-32           
 
I. What hinders you from receiving God’s love? 
 
If you see the focus of this parable as the father’s heart 
towards the younger son known for decades you miss Jesus’ 
target. Jesus isn’t trying to target the immoral outsider as 
much as the moral insiders. Jesus wants to show those of us 
who believe that the strength we bring to God and others is 
our ability to do what’s right in every situation is what is 
thwarting us from receiving God’s unfathomable love. Keller 
states that, “Jesus wants to show the self-righteous their 
blindness, narrowness, and self-righteousness and how these 
things are destroying both their own souls and the lives of the 
people around them.” It is false to see that Jesus focuses on 
the younger brother’s sinful lifestyle. The original hearers, 
those who thought by their actions and attitudes that they are 
the righteous ones, would be offended and infuriated by 
Jesus’ story. Jesus’ purpose in telling the original hearers and 
us is not to comfort us, but to shatter our abilities to put any 
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hope, faith and trust in ourselves to save ourselves. Keller 
writes, “Jesus’ story reveals the destructive self-
centeredness of the younger brother, but also condemns 
the elder brother’s moralistic life in the strongest terms.” 
Church, in other words, Jesus speaks to us that both the 
irreligious or “the none’s,” as there now being called, and the 
religious are spiritually lost, both life paths are dead ends and 
that every thought that the human race has had about how to 
connect with God is wrong. 
 
A. Is it the focus of seeking self-actualization?  
(The younger son in the story; Luke 15:11-24)  
 
This is where knowing the culture Jesus was speaking to is so 
important. Kenneth Bailey, who lived in and taught in 
universities in Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, and Jerusalem, and also 
spent decades living with peasants in these countries, writes, 
“For over fifteen years I have been asking people of all walks 
of life from Morocco to India and from Turkey to the Sudan, 
about the implications of a son’s request for his inheritance 
while the father is still living. The answer has almost been 
emphatically the same. ‘Has anyone ever made such a request 
in your village?’ ‘Never!’ ‘Could anyone ever make such a 
request?’ ‘Impossible!’ ‘If anyone ever did, what would 
happen?’ His father would beat him, of course!’ ‘Why?’ 
‘This request means he wants his father to die!’ 
 
Levinson writes, “There is no law or custom among the 
Jews or Arabs which entitles the son to a share of the 
father’s wealth while the father is still alive.” In Jesus’ day 
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when the father died the oldest son received a double portion 
of what the other children inherited. If a father had two heirs, 
the oldest would have gotten two-thirds of the estate and the 
younger would have received one-third. This younger son 
showed the most outrageous disrespect anyone could in that 
day. To ask while his father was alive was tantamount as 
wishing he was dead. He no longer wanted to live in 
relationship to his father. He wanted his father’s wealth. Here 
is what is amazing, church. The father’s response was 
mindboggling to the hearers. You would have heard them 
grunting and saying things, “This just can’t be. This is a bad 
story.” This was such an intensely patriarchal society in 
which the younger would lavish expressions of deference and 
respect especially for one’s parents. It was seen as of supreme 
importance. Jesus’ hearers would have expected the father in 
the story to respond to the son’s request by driving the son 
out of the family and would beat him mercilessly. Just for 
asking. The hearers would have had no experience where 
they had seen this done. The younger brother is absolutely 
asking his father to tear his own life apart for his selfish 
request. 
 
You see, this son, like many in our culture, and maybe you’re 
one of them, through trying to have it all, seeking your own 
self-actualization, and your self-discovery you’re trying to 
find personal significance and worth. This kind of thinking 
teaches that as an individual, you must be free to pursue your 
own goals and self-discovery regardless of how it impacts 
your family, friends, community, and culture. In this view, 
the world would be a much better place if tradition, prejudice, 
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hierarchical authority and other blockades to personal 
freedom would be destroyed and removed. In this next 
election, this is one of the worldviews that are in play: Tear 
down what this great nation has been built on and replace it 
with what we think should be. 
 
B. Is it the focus of being or getting it right? 
The older son in the story; Luke 15:25-32      
 
In Act 2 the focus shifts to the oldest son, which represents 
the religious leaders and those who think they are morally 
superior than others. The oldest son had been very attentive 
to the rules of his father in every detail and, by analogy, to 
the commands of God. He was under his father’s control and 
was very disciplined. Here is the tension that Jesus built into 
this story that I think many of us miss. Jesus’ point is that we 
have two sons—one “very bad” by the customs and culture of 
the day, and the other son, the older son, was seen as a very 
good son, yet Jesus says they are both alienated from the 
father. There is not one lost son but two. Jesus leaves the 
parable in act 2 with a very disturbing ending. Jesus the 
storyteller purposely leaves the older brother in his alienated 
state. The bad son receives his father’s forgiveness and is 
reinstated to his full position as a son. But the eldest refuses 
to enter into the joy of his father. As Keller eloquently puts it, 
“The lover of prostitutes is saved, but the man of moral 
rectitude is still lost. Wish we could have seen the 
religious leaders’ faces. They had to be disgusted and 
squirming because He was talking to the self-righteous 
and hypocritical in the crowd and to us.” Again, Keller 
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says, “The elder brother is not losing the father’s love in 
spite of his goodness, but because of it.” Here is the 
shocker, church. It is not his sins that block him from his 
father, it is the pride he has in his moral record and rectitude. 
It is not his wrong doing that keeps him separated from his 
father, but his righteousness that disallows him to share in the 
feast of his father for his younger son who the father said, 
“was lost but how he is found… was dead but now he is 
alive.” You see, church, it was the son’s narcissistic, 
hedonistic desire to seek his own actualization and self-
discovery, and it, by nature, separated it from his father. The 
older son’s drive to do things right but still disrespect his 
father kept him from his father. In the long run, both sons 
wanted the same thing. They wanted their father’s wealth 
without having to be in right relationship with him. They 
didn’t want their father just to love him and be in relationship 
with him. They both wanted what they could get. How often 
is our relationship with God the same way? We read our 
Bibles, we pray, we give, we serve with the expectation that 
God is going to give back to us, and we’re angry with Him 
when He doesn’t do what we think He should do. Here is the 
extravagant love of our Father. Both of these sons were 
wrong, and both of these sons were deeply loved by their 
father. 
 
II. Discover what really alienates you from your Father 
 
A. Two different ways of acting out, but the heart’s 
motivation is the same 
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1) Are you the person that is alienated from God because 
you live to discover your true self, no matter what?  
 
What did the younger son want most in his life? He wanted to 
make his own decisions and have complete control of his 
percentage of the wealth. He was vexed, frustrated and 
irritated having to be supported from his family’s assets 
under his father’s supervision. How did he achieve this? He 
did it by a bold power play and boldly demanding his father 
give him his inheritance right now. He had a flagrant 
disregard and stood in defiance of the community’s practices 
and he made a very self-willed declaration of self-
independence. 
 
2) Are you alienated from God because of your pride over 
your moral record?  
 
What did the older son want? It might seem strange, but the 
moralistic son wanted the same thing as the openly rebellious 
son. He resented his father as much as his younger brother 
did. He wanted the wealth and the things of his father rather 
than the father himself. While the younger brother went far 
away, the oldest distanced himself from his father by staying 
close and never disobeying. Here is what I want you to see, 
friends, because those of us that struggle with perfectionism, 
doing everything by the rules and a rigid adherence to what 
you think is right: his unspoken demand was, “I have never 
disobeyed you, and I have slaved for you all of these years. 
You never gave me a goat so I could feast with my friends. 
You must do the things I want for me and how I want them 
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done.” The hearts of the two brothers were the same. Both 
sons resented their father’s authority and looked for ways to 
get out from under it. They each wanted the freedom to be 
able to tell their father what to do. Each son rebelled against 
their father. One did by rebelling in the worst ways possible, 
at least to their community. The other, by being extremely 
good on the outside. Both were alienated from the father. 
They both were lost sons. Here is the amazing truth that Jesus 
is teaching us through this parable. Both sons were using 
their father for their own self-centered ends rather than 
loving, enjoying, and serving him for his own sake. What 
Jesus is teaching us is revolutionary. You can rebel against 
God and be alienated from Him either by breaking His 
rules or by keeping all of them diligently. As Keller writes, 
“It’s a shocking message. Careful obedience to God’s law 
may serve as a strategy for rebelling against God.”  
 
Traits of those who approach God through the lens of 
their moral rightness: 
 
a) Their anger at God for not doing what they think is 
right 
 
Through this parable Jesus gives us a deeper look into sin 
then just simple behavior. In her novel, Wise Blood, Flannery 
O’ Connor says of her character Hazel Motes that, “There 
was a deep, black, wordless conviction in him that the way to 
avoid Jesus was to avoid sin.” This is deeply insightful. 
Keller writes, “You can avoid Jesus as Savior by keeping 
all the moral laws. If you do that, then you have ‘rights.’ 
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God owes you answered prayers, and a good life, and a 
ticket to heaven when you die.” What this means, church, is 
that you and I don’t need a savior, for by your own moral 
righteousness you are your own savior. In Mark 2, the 
pharisees and religious leaders saw Jesus eating with 
disreputable sinners, and they asked His disciples, “Why is 
Jesus eating with such scum?” Have you noticed when people 
think they are religiously and morally superior to others they 
always look down on them, and they are judgmental and 
critical? Here was Jesus response, “vs. 17 “Healthy people 
don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call 
not those who think they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners.” 
 
b) Live a moral life in order to control God because He 
then owes them 
 
At the end of the story, the older son has an opportunity to 
demonstrate his love and delight in his father by going to the 
feast his father is throwing for his brother. But his resentment 
and refusal to come to the party betrays that he never truly 
loved his father in the first place. As the father reinstates his 
younger son to the actual diminishment of his own share in 
the estate, what was really in his heart is exposed. He now 
does everything he can to hurt and thwart his father’s joy at 
the return of his son who he thought was lost and dead, but 
now he is found and alive. But the older son will not rejoice 
and cannot, because his heart is in the far country, even 
though he lives under the same roof. Very frightening. Here 
is where it gets painful for any of us that have older brother 
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traits. If you seek to control God through your morality and 
your own obedience, then your self-righteousness is nothing 
more that a way to use God to get from Him what you want. I 
have known many Christians, friends, when calamity and 
catastrophe touch their lives, they become distraught and 
controlled by despair. We blame God when bad things 
happen, or the things we want for ourselves happen to others 
and become angry, resentful and develop a hardness towards 
God. If you find you’re self-alienated from God in any area 
of S.E.R.F.V.I.P., which stands for your spiritual, emotional, 
relational, financial, vocational, intellectual, or physical areas 
of your life, acknowledge the older brother mindset of 
arrogance, pride and self-reliance, and just watch what God is 
able to do in and through you. 
 
c) Moral people (the older brother) obey God to get things 
from Him 
 
The older brother’s attitude, Jesus says, is to get things from 
God by obeying Him. They don’t have as their purpose for 
pursuing God to be found by Him and get to know Him and 
love Him and delight in Him. Religious and moral people can 
avoid God by being moral and do righteous things, and, in 
doing so, they can avoid Jesus as their Savior. 
 
By Jesus telling us this riveting story, it gives us a new 
definition for some of us what is radically wrong with us. The 
majority of people I have related to here for the last 27 years 
see sin as breaking a list of rules that morally they have set up 
to please God. Through the older brother, Jesus shows us a 
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man virtually violated nothing on the list of moral 
misbehaviors but was every bit as spiritually lost as the most 
recklessly immoral and wildly extravagant and wasteful 
person. Why? Because sin is not just breaking the rules, 
church; it is putting yourself in the place of God as your 
Savior, Lord and judge exactly like each one of these sons 
sought to replace the authority of the father in their own lives. 
 
Make a call to surrender your life to Jesus and to repent 
wherever God is prompting you to do so, so that you can 
experience the Father’s love, acceptance and forgiveness. 


