
Scott A. Wood    2-19-2017 
SERIES: UNSHAKEABLE HOPE IN A SHAKEN WORLD 

Part 1: What to Do When Your World is Shaking 
 
This morning we start an exciting series chronicling Daniel’s life and career as 
one of the most powerful prophets in the O.T. Daniel started out as a 15 year old 
prisoner of war and went to the top of the pinnacle of success. We will study how 
you can thrive no matter your circumstances or who your enemies are. When 
everything is shaking around you we will learn how you can still have an 
unshakable hope in God’s unshakable Kingdom. Hebrews 12:28 says, “Since 
we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and 
please God by worshiping Him with holy fear and awe.” We don’t just want 
to succeed, but we want to thrive in living out God’s purposes of being fully 
devoted worshipers of God, committed to His Word, deeply loving one another. 
Have you noticed that the values that create a healthy society--delayed 
gratification, living a lifestyle of honesty and the truth, sexual morality and 
modesty, caring for your neighbor, and--that is--whoever you’re relating to is 
your neighbor, hard work, sharing what you have with others and the poor, being 
a good citizen, and so on--have been turned upside down? I just heard a statistic 
on the radio from the Barna research company--and he is a dedicated 
Christian--that 40% of Evangelicals believe in divorce and will divorce. Their 
average is no different than non-Christians. That is what I mean by turned 
upside down. It also cited that 90% of our culture will live with each other and be 
sexual with each other, and that includes those who call themselves Christians. 
That is an oxymoron. 
 
Isaiah 5:20 says, “What sorrow for those who say that evil is good and 
good is evil, that dark is light and light is dark, that bitter is sweet and 
sweet is bitter. 21 What sorrow for those who are wise in their own eyes 
and think themselves so clever.” God says through Isaiah when your culture 
reaches this destination, unless you repent and change your hearts and minds 
and turn towards God and His purposes and plans for yourselves, your families 
and your nation, it will collapse. That culture is not to last. 
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Friends, this is exactly what happened in the nation of Israel 2600 years ago. 
That nation had fallen into immorality, injustice and idolatry. Does any of this 
sound and look familiar to you--worshiping things and people who are not God, 
treating people unjustly and unfairly and acting out the darkest recesses of 
immorality. As prophets like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Zephaniah kept warning 
Israel that, unless they repent and turn their lives back to God, they were going 
to lose their freedom. They were warning Israel that God was offended by their 
idolatry, immorality and injustice in their society. And, sure enough, about 600 
B.C. Nebuchadnezzar, the powerful emperor of Babylon, came and took over 
Israel. They destroyed the capital city, Jerusalem, and took 25% of the nation as 
prisoners of war back to Babylon, which is modern day Iraq, and kept them there 
for 70 years. It was a complete disaster. They lost their freedom because they 
did not pay attention to what their God had said through His prophets to them. 
The collapse of their culture shook everyone. In Psalms 82:5 Asaph writes, “But 
these oppressors know nothing; they are so ignorant! They wander about 
in darkness, while the whole world is shaken to the core.” In the Message 
this same verse reads “Ignorant judges! Head-in-the-sand judges! They 
haven’t a clue to what’s going on. And now everything’s falling apart, the 
world’s coming unglued.”  Doesn’t this sound like what is happening right here 
in America and around the world? Judicial activism is laying waist to our 
jurisprudence that was based on the Judeo Christian ethic. All of the foundations 
of society are shaken to the core. Our economy and the foundations for our 
economy are being shaken. The way we’ve done government in America for 
hundreds of years is being shaken. Our freedom, our freedom of speech and 
conscience, and religion are being shaken. Marriages are being shaken. The 
foundation of our moral and ethical values are being shaken. What I want to talk 
about is what is the answer to what we’re to do when our world is shaking like it 
is, and it’s on fire. God says no matter how bad the world gets in a rapidly 
changing world and even in a decaying culture, God says, I want you to thrive 
and to succeed. That is what this new series, “UNSHAKEABLE HOPE IN A 
SHAKEN WORLD”, is all about. I want to read Daniel 1:1-7. I want to introduce 
the theme for the entire series. The theme is what do you do when your life is 
upended? When your world is shaken up by death, a divorce, a failure, a 
bankruptcy, mental illness, drug addiction or alcohol in your family and a 
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hundred other things that could upend your life? How can you thrive in this 
culture? I want to look at three things God says we can act on that will help us 
grow in our hope, trust and faith in God so that it becomes unshakable. 
 
“During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The 
Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted him to 
take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So 
Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylon and placed them in 
the treasure-house of his god. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief 
of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal 
family and other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as 
captives. 4 ‘Select only strong healthy and good-looking young men,’ he 
said. ‘Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted 
with knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal 
palace. Train these young men in the language and literature of Babylon.’ 5 
The king assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own 
kitchens. They were to be trained for three years, and then they would 
enter the royal service. 6 Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four 
of the young men chosen, all from the tribe of Judah. The chief of staff 
renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel (God is my judge) was 
called Belteshazzar (Bel--protect his life; also called Marduk, which was 
the chief Babylonian god). Hananiah (the Lord shows grace) was called 
Shadrach (under the command of Aku the moon god). Mishael (who is like 
God?) was called Meshach (who is like aku). Azariah (the Lord helps) was 
called Abednego (servant of Nego/Nebo or Nabu, the god of learning and 
writing.)”  The changing of their Hebrew names to Babylonian names was the 
king’s attempt to change the religious loyalty of these young men from Judah’s 
God to Babylon’s gods. He attempted to change their identities and religious 
values. We will talk more about this. Before you come to Jesus, satan tries to 
damage and destroy your life and make it as bad as he can. Once you come to 
Jesus and confess Him as your Lord and Savior, the enemy will do everything 
he can to tear down your faith, family and relationships. Let’s look at LESSONS 
FROM THE PROPHET DANIEL: 

3 
 



What do you do when your world is falling apart? 
 
I. Don’t be surprised by adversity 
 
This is the first lesson we learn from Daniel. Although the collapse of the nation 
of Israel was a shock to them all, it wasn’t unexpected, because the prophets 
Jeremiah and Zephaniah and others had been saying this for years. “We’re 
going to lose our freedom if we don’t turn from our idolatry, immorality and 
injustice.” As a teenager, Daniel had heard this from the prophets. Most likely, 
Daniel was between 14 and 15. The normal Babylonian training for young men 
who would serve in the court was three years and usually ended around age 17. 
1 Peter 4:12 says, “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you 
are going through, as if something strange were happening to you.” In 
other words, God says shakeups are a normal part of life in a broken world. 
We’re not in heaven yet. In heaven everything is perfect. There are no tears, no 
sorrow and no suffering, according to Revelation 21:4. But here in our culture 
everything is broken. Every body, mind, and spirit is broken. So when something 
bad happens in your life instead of saying, “Why me?” You might want to say, 
“Why not me? I live here on earth. There will be suffering, and I choose not to be 
surprised by it.” Jesus said it like this in John 16:33 in the Message, “In this 
world you will experience difficulties! But take heart! I have conquered the 
world! I’ve told you this so that in trusting Me, you will be UNSHAKABLE 
and deeply at peace.” Jesus warned us that adversity was going to be a part of 
life. Don’t let it blow you away. Don’t be surprised or shocked. But you do need 
to be unshakable. What is the typical response when you go through a crisis? 
We try to figure out who’s to blame. That’s the last thing you need to work on is 
whose fault it is. As long as you’re fixing the blame you can’t fix the problem. I 
love what Rick Warren says. “To blame is to b lame.”  When you blame 
someone else you simply are perpetuating the problem. Instead of asking whose 
fault it is, you want to be asking, “What should I be doing?” You want to identify 
the source of where the problem is coming from. Look at your notes for the four 
sources.  
 
A. You 
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I am the biggest problem to myself. I can cause myself more pain and heartache 
from my dumb decisions. Don’t you agree? The first thing I must do is to take 
responsibility where I can for where my world is falling apart. I ask God to give 
me insight and understanding and what are my next steps. This is why I am so 
big on encouraging you all to get in a small group. It is my small group and my 
close friends that I turn to the moment I am in trouble, or--it is better yet to be 
working through the things in your life with your small group and friends so that 
you can even head things off before they become a problem.  
 
B. The world  
 
You have your own sinful nature, but you also have the values of this world that 
will drag you down and cause you a lot of hurt and pain. The world will try to 
bring you down through ridicule, fear, shame and withholding approval. You 
don’t need the world’s approval. You are as happy as you choose to be. Choose 
to be fueled by the joy that only comes through Jesus. 
 
C.  Satan 
 
Friends, the devil is real. He is evil incarnate. He is constantly plotting to 
discourage you, to defeat you, to create doubts, depression, discouragement, 
distractions. If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior you have authority over 
him and his demons. Sometimes you just simply have to address him and tell 
him to leave your life. So my old nature, the world and the devil. They all work on 
me.  
 
D. God 
 
Sometimes God will shake up your life for very good reasons. This is what I want 
to look at with you in Point II. 
 
When your world is shaken up...  
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II. Look for ways God will use it for good 
 
The Bible is very clear that God is bullish on taking the bad things that happen to 
us and to bring good out of it. If you want to succeed and thrive rather than just 
survive in a hostile culture you will want to look for ways that God takes the 
things that shake you up and learn how He uses them for your good. Jeremiah 
29:11 says this, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. ‘They 
are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.’” I 
want to give you a sneak peak at what we will be looking at together over the 
next 7 weeks. In Daniel’s life God did five things with the problems he had to 
face, and they are the same five things God wants to do in your life, regardless 
of what kind of problems you’re going through. I encourage you to take notes, 
and then take your notes and our discussion guides to your small group. If you 
don’t have a small group we will help you find one. Just fill out our LET’S BE 
FRIENDS card and Roberta Rea will call you to help you find where you can 
plug in. If you haven’t become a part of our CV family, and you would like to, I 
want to encourage you to attend our LD 101 seminar this afternoon. You will 
learn how you can belong and become a part of our CV family. It starts at 1:15 
p.m. sharp, and we will be done by 5:15. So we can make sure we have enough 
food, please fill out your LET’S BE FRIENDS card and give it to an usher as 
soon as you exit. I look forward to you spending this afternoon with me.  
 
A. God shakes things up to inspect me 
 
What I mean by that is that God will allow a problem in my life that reveals a 
motivation, character, thought, or emotion that’s out of line with His purposes 
and plans for my life. He does this all the time. It has been said that people are 
like tea bags, you don’t know what’s in them until you dip them in hot water. God 
will use problems to inspect you and show you what’s wrong, what’s out of 
alignment in your life. You might have some fears or a wrong motivation or a 
wrong value or misperception that you believe. God uses problems to inspect 
you. Jeremiah 17:10 says, “But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine 
secret motives. I give all people their due rewards according to what their 
actions deserve.”  Notice God says He will examine our motives, because the 
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why is always more important than the what. In life what you do is not nearly as 
important to God as why you do it. Not what you do, but why you do it. God 
inspects us because He’s much more interested in your integrity than He is your 
image. Image is what everyone else can see. Integrity is what you are in the 
dark. Integrity is what you are when no one is watching, and God says, “I want to 
test you so you can see your own heart.” God led Israel into the desert so He 
could test their hearts and motives. Some estimate that God tested Israel 7 
times in those 40 years. They just kept failing the tests. Deuteronomy 8:2 says, 
“Remember how the Lord your God led you through the wilderness for 
these forty years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, 
and to find out whether or not you would obey His commands.” Whenever 
you go through a dry spell Spiritually, Emotionally, Relationally, Financially, 
Vocationally, Intellectually, and/or Physically, it’s always to show you some 
aspect of your life. God often allows our dry spells to see if we are putting our 
faith in Him as our Father, or is it in our feelings. The Bible refers to our 
problems as a refining fire. God will test you to see if you truly believe what you 
say you believe. Question:  
 
Ask yourself, “What does this problem reveal about me?”  
 
God is all about inspecting your life and revealing your true self to yourself. 
 
B. God shakes things up to correct me 
 
The Bible says that, because God is our Heavenly Father, He will correct us 
because He loves us. This is what was happening with Israel. Daniel served 
God in Babylon because the Israelites ended up there because of God’s 
judgment and correction in their lives because of their rebellion, idolatry and 
injustice. Please follow along as I read a very important passage of Scripture 
from Hebrews 12:5-11: “My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, 
and don’t give up when He corrects you. 6 For the Lord disciplines those 
He loves, and He punishes each one He accepts as His child. 7 As you 
endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as His 
own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its 
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father? 8 If God doesn’t discipline you as He does all of His children, it 
means that you are illegitimate and are not really His children at all. 9 
Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we 
submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live 
forever? 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the 
best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we 
might share in His holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is 
happening--it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of 
right living for those who are trained in this way.” Did you benefit from 
correction growing up? Of course you did. It’s how you learned to walk, talk, eat, 
bathe, read, write, and everything else. You learned because someone cared 
enough to correct you. A parent that doesn’t correct their children doesn’t love 
their children. When God corrects me that is proof that I’m part of God’s family. 
God corrects us by knowing His Word, the Bible, through Bible teaching in a 
church like this one, and by being in relationship with others who can speak the 
truth to you. Proverbs 20:30 in the ESV says, “Blows that wound cleanse 
away evil; strokes make clean the innermost parts.” This talks about 
physical discipline. The goal of inflicting pain, whether it is emotional, relational 
or physical, is not about the pain, but to change the course of a person’s 
thoughts and behavior from sin.   Here is the question: 
 
Ask yourself: “What is God teaching me through this problem?  
 
How is He correcting me?” 
 
C. God shakes things up to direct me 
 
Often times when God wants to point us in a new direction He will use problems 
and difficulties to guide us down a different path. Proverbs 16:9 says, “We can 
make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.” How does God direct 
your steps? Real simple--through problems. Have you ever noticed how 
problems often change your plans? Through the problems and pain in your life 
God is redirecting you. He inspects you, He corrects you, and He directs you 
when things are flying off the wall. Pain is a powerful motivation to change. We 
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don’t change when we see the light, but we change when we feel the heat. 
When it gets hot enough, then we change. Psalm 119:59 says, “I pondered the 
direction of my life, and I turned to follow Your laws.” He most likely 
pondered the thought of the direction of his life because of the problems and 
pain, and the author allow the redirection to follow God’s Word. Question: 
 
Ask yourself: “Where is this problem leading me?”  
 
Where is God using this problem to lead me? Have you ever noticed that 
problems never leave you where they found you? When you take the time to 
work through the problem God has allowed you to experience it will lead you 
further down the road of following Jesus Christ more promptly and quickly. It will 
increase your devotion to Him. 
 
D. God shakes things up to protect us 
 
Did you know that pain sometimes protects you from something worse? You 
might have wanted a certain job at a certain business, and it didn’t happen, and 
God was actually protecting you, because He knew that here was a relationship 
there that was going to mess you up. He kept you out of that situation. 
Sometimes a problem is a blessing in disguise. There will be times that you will 
have specific problems, then you do the right thing, not the wrong thing. I just 
read a story recently about a businessman who was asked to do something 
unethical by his business. He said, Sorry, I won’t do that. I’m a follower of Jesus 
Christ. They fired him. He lost his pension, and he lost the job and everything 
that went with it. It looked really bad. But about a month later the FCC hauled 
that entire corporation into courts, and they’re all in jail now, and he’s not. He’s 
going, “Thank God!” The problem was getting fired. The bigger problem was 
going to jail for 20 years. Getting fired could just be the best thing to happen to 
you, because it keeps you from a real problem. In Genesis 50:20, after all that 
Joseph had gone through by being betrayed by his brothers and the Egyptians, 
notice what he says to his brothers after he had become the 2nd most powerful 
person in the world, and he saved their lives. Genesis 50:20 says, “You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to 
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this position so I could save the lives of many people.” God uses all of the 
painful and hurtful things that happened to Joseph to bless him and promote him 
and to protect him and his family.  Question: 
 
Ask yourself: “How can this problem protect me?” 
 
“How can the problems and the pain I’m experiencing right now be used by God 
to protect me?  What is being prevented in my life? 
 
E. God shakes things up to perfect me 
 
God allows problems in my life to make me more like Jesus Christ. He allows 
the problems I have to grow and develop my character. Margaret Clarkson years 
ago wrote a book called GRACE GROWS BEST IN WINTER. Church, it’s 
possible to grow during the bright, fare weather times, but growth is faster and 
deeper often during your darkest days. Like when you lose a child. That’s when 
you grow deep. I have had people say to me, Pastor, through that separation I 
grew more than I ever have. Through that unemployment, through that illness, 
through that tragedy through that loss through that storm--than I ever would 
have grown if things were going good in my life. Romans 5:3-4 says, “We can 
rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they 
help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 
character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 
And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly 
God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 
with His love.” Question: 
 
Ask yourself: “How can I grow from this problem?” 
 
How does God want me to grow from this problem? God is saying--and we will 
see this is an index to Daniel’s life--don’t be surprised when you have adversity. 
Jesus said, “You will have many trials, but I can use it in five different ways in 
your life.” 
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III. Trust God for what I don’t understand 
 
When there is a problem in my life, and I go, “This one does not make sense. I 
just don’t get it. I don’t see the inspection, correction, direction, protection, or 
perfection taking place in my life.” Then I just trust God for what I don’t 
understand knowing that He has my best interest at heart.  Proverbs 20:24 says, 
“The Lord directs our steps, so why try to understand everything along the 
way.” You won’t understand everything that happens to you, so stop demanding 
that God shows you, and tell Him you will trust Him. I close with this. Proverbs 
3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. 6 Seek His will in all you do; and He will show you which 
path to take.” This is how you truly succeed in this life. That’s what we’re going 
to look at in this series. 
 
I want you to ask God these questions before we pray together. “Lord, are you 
using these problems to inspect me? What do they reveal about my life? Is there 
a weakness or a misplaced priority in my life? Are You using this problem to 
correct me? If so, what do you want me to learn? Lord, are You using this 
problem to direct me? If so, what’s the direction? What do You want me to 
change? Where do You want me headed?  Lord, are You using this problem to 
protect me? Did that thing not happen because You know something I didn’t 
know? Was I walking onto a bigger trap or bigger problem? Lord, are You using 
this problem to perfect me?” God is at work in your life even when you don’t 
recognize it or even understand it. 
 
Let’s pray: “Father God, we want to trust You with all of our hearts.” Just say this 
with me in your mind: “I trust You with all my heart, not just my intellect. I’m not 
going to depend on my own understanding. God, I want to honor You in 
everything I do--work, home and everywhere else  I thank You that You said 
when I trust You and don’t depend on myself You will give me success. So I 
believe that. Teach me through the life of Daniel in these weeks ahead. Jesus 
Christ, I want to trust You with all of my life as best I know how, and I’m doing it 
today. In Your name I pray.” 
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