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Scott A. Wood           10-14-2018 
 

SERIES: MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
PART 6: EMBRACE YOUR EXPERIENCES 

 
Good morning (afternoon). Welcome back home, 
CVCHURCH family. We are covering the five different ways 
that God has designed and wired you to fulfill your purpose 
in life. The acrostic S.H.A.P.E. is a great tool for this. S is 
for Spiritual gifts. H is your Heart. The things you are 
passionate about. A - Abilities. We covered P for 
Personality, last week, and today is your Experiences. God 
wants to use your experiences to make a difference in your 
world. He uses the good, the bad and the ugly. 
 
Consider with me Romans 8:28: “And we know that God 
causes everything to work together for the good of those 
who love God and are called according to His purpose for 
them.” It’s all about God using your experiences, good and 
bad, for good! It starts out: “And we know…” We don’t 
guess, or hope or wish or pray or want or desire. When you 
invite Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit to live in you, then 
you have confidence and certainty. But of what? That God 
makes everything—including our failures, bad decisions, 
divorces, miscarriages, unemployment, bankruptcy—yes, 
even cancer—into something for good.  
 
The Bible doesn’t say it’s all good. There is a lot of bad in 
this world, and bad things happen to everyone. We are seeing 
a lot of evil playing out in our culture right now, and it will 
get even more intense in the 23 days left until the elections. 
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This just could be the most important election we have had in 
a least 100 years.  
 
I will be bold here, church. Both parties have behaved 
reprehensively at times. That is why I have encouraged you 
to vote vertically, and align your vote with God’s position on 
the issues. Don’t vote for a party, but for the policies that fit 
best with God’s heart. And here are some fundamental 
Biblical values that are under attack: Marriage: Jesus said 
that a man is to be joined to a woman. Sexuality: God created 
it to be a loving expression in marriage—never outside of 
marriage. But California has mandated a sex-ed curriculum 
that encourages children to explore their sexuality starting in 
the 4th grade. Just 10 years old! Long before they are ready to 
marry.  Identity: God created us male or female. But now we 
are told you should get to choose what you want to be. Life: 
The Bible makes it clear you are a person from the moment 
you were conceived. But our culture says your mother should 
have the right to kill you before you were even born if you 
are not wanted. Tolerance: It used to mean you put up with a 
position you disagreed with. Now it means you must accept 
any belief as equally true, valid and correct as your beliefs. 
That means Christians espousing Biblical values are 
intolerant, and there are those who want to make it illegal for 
me to even talk about what God and the Bible say about these 
issues. They call it hate-speech, but it’s not. 
 
Friends, God’s laws are there to protect us, to keep us healthy 
and whole. It makes me righteously angry that there are those 
in our culture who disregard God’s boundaries—all in the 
name of tolerance. If it happens, it will destroy us and our 
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culture instead. So, make no mistake—your vote counts. I am 
a Bible-believing voter. For me that means you believe God’s 
positions on the sanctity of life, marriage, sexuality, and your 
identity are true. And, that small government, good 
stewardship of your tax money, and a proper education that 
teaches our children how to succeed in life, but doesn’t teach 
sexual experimentation, socialism, fascism, or communism as 
appropriate for our children to learn, are all good things.  
 
There is a reason why people try to come from all over this 
globe to live here. It is possible to experience life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. But make no mistake, friends. Our 
way of life is under attack. There are those who want to 
fundamentally transform our country so it looks like other 
countries. Countries that are not doing well because of the 
way they are governed. But we can stop it. You can do your 
part by making sure you are registered to vote. Our last 
Culture Impact Team event covered all the ballot measures 
and candidates’ positions. If you missed it, Barbara Lesure 
will be at a table outside if you would like to register. You are 
responsible to make sure your voice is heard. What’s 
happening is deplorable, but we can turn it around. You can 
make a difference! Get educated and be heard! Be part of 
working things together for good! 
 
Romans 8:28 says, “God works everything together for the 
good of those who love God and are called according to 
His purpose.” So, this promise is only for those who have 
confessed Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. God wants to 
take all of your experiences and then use them in His grand 
design for your life, and for your good.  
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Joseph’s life is one of the best examples of this principle. 
God gave Joseph two amazing dreams. He showed Joseph 
that He would use him to save the world. His father thought it 
was far-fetched, and the stories fed his brothers’ envy, 
jealousy, anger, and rage toward him. So they sold him into 
slavery and thought that would be the end of it. But then there 
was a famine. Rather than starve, they went to Egypt for help. 
Imagine their horror when they discovered it was Joseph who 
would decide their fate!  
 
Genesis 50:16-21 starts with his brothers speaking to him: 
“‘Before your father died, he instructed us 17to say to you, 
“Please forgive your brothers for the great wrong they 
did to you—for their sin in treating you so cruelly.” So 
we, the servants of the God of your father, beg you to 
forgive our sin.’ When Joseph received the message, he 
broke down and wept. 18Then his brothers came and 
threw themselves down before Joseph. ‘Look, we are your 
slaves!’ they said. 19But Joseph replied, ‘Don’t be afraid 
of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? 20You intended 
to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought 
me to this position so I could save the lives of many 
people. 21No, don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care 
of you and your children.’ So he reassured them by 
speaking kindly to them.” His brothers begged him to 
forgive them. They volunteered to be his slaves. This brought 
Joseph, and then his brothers, to tears. Then Joseph points out 
that God used what they meant for evil for their good. Joseph 
could now save them all! God took the bad and made 
something good, even great out of it! 
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With Joseph’s experience in mind let’s look at… 
 
I. How to make the most out of your experiences 
 
A. Acknowledge your experiences 
 
This is foundational. You must acknowledge and own what 
really happened to you—the good, the bad, the shameful, and 
the humiliating. Stop denying what really happened to you. 
God can use your worst nightmares for good once you do. 
Galatians 3:3-4 says, “How foolish can you be? After 
starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you 
now trying to become perfect by your own human effort. 
Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was 
not in vain, was it?” These early believers had an 
experience. They experienced Jesus personally. His love, 
acceptance, grace and mercy. But they were being told they 
had to still keep the 10,000 OT laws—which isn’t possible. It 
was their experience, not their performance that mattered. 
God can use every experience in your life to promote His 
purposes and plan for your life.  
 
God can use every experience you have had. But you must be 
honest with yourself about them, own them, and stop pushing 
them out of your mind. Deuteronomy 11:2 ( TEV) says, 
“Remember what you have learned about the Lord 
through your experiences with Him.” Moses was telling 
the Israelites that the discipline and difficulties they and their 
ancestors had gone through and the miracles God did on their 
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behalf will help them if they remember and acknowledge all 
of them. The painful as well as the positive. 
 
B. Affirm the lessons that you learn 
 
God wants to teach us lessons through our experiences. 
Especially the most painful ones. But you have to be willing 
to examine them. Once you affirm and keep track of the 
lessons God is teaching you, then you will know where God 
is leading your life. Test, examine, evaluate, and affirm what 
God has taught you. You want to look for the patterns in your 
pain. Especially the patterns in your failures. Why? Because 
when you fail it’s an opportunity to learn and change. Be 
honest, but don’t condemn yourself. Then you can do it 
differently in the future.  
 
Psalm 119:67 says, “I used to wander off until You 
disciplined me; but now I closely follow Your word.” 
Where are you presently wandering off God’s path? Get back 
to reading God’s Word daily and learn from God’s discipline. 
Psalm 119:71 says, “My suffering was good for me, for it 
taught me to pay attention to Your decrees.” God wants to 
use our difficult experiences to get our attention, and to get 
back to being a man and a woman of His Word. Proverbs 
3:11-12 says, “My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, 
and don’t be upset when He corrects you. For the Lord 
corrects those He loves, just as a father corrects a child in 
whom he delights.” There are two amazing things about the 
school of experience. First, if you fail the test, that’s ok, 
because God will let you take it as many times as you decide 
you will need before you learn what He wants you to learn. 
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Second, when you think you are ready to graduate from 
God’s school of experience He will add another course. You 
guessed it. You will be in school for the rest of your life! 
 
C. Apply the lessons you learn to help others 
 
Your problems become much easier to handle when you 
understand that the purpose of your life is far greater than 
your own happiness. You get a healthier perspective. Once 
you acknowledge your experiences, affirm the lessons, and 
apply those lessons, then you will be able to use your 
experiences—especially your most painful ones—to help 
other people. Paul was in prison for preaching the gospel 
when he wrote this very powerful scripture. Philippians 4:12-
14 says, “I want you to know, my dear brothers and 
sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has 
helped to spread the Good News. 13For everyone here, 
including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in 
chains because of Christ. 14And because of my 
imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained 
confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear.” 
Paul knew that what had happened to him actually helped 
achieve the ultimate goal of sharing the Good News of Jesus. 
 
II How to maximize your experiences to help others 
 
A. Use them to minister to others (serve) 
 
To minister to another person is to love, encourage, comfort, 
guide, model for and mentor them in the direction that God 
has for them. Let me share this definition of love from Dr. 
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Wilkins again: “Love is an unconditional commitment to 
an imperfect person in which one gives oneself to another 
to bring the relationship to God’s intended purposes. To 
love your neighbor indicates a concrete responsibility, the 
act of being useful and beneficial to one’s neighbors.” God 
says, “This is why I don’t want you to ever waste a painful 
experience that I allowed in your life by My love and grace. 
The deeper the pain, the deeper the love, wisdom, 
understanding and insight I want to give to you so you can 
help others.” 
 
God never wastes a hurt, including yours. God wants you to 
use them to help other people. That terribly embarrassing 
thing, your greatest regret, that injustice, that prejudice, that 
hurt, that wound, that sin, that mistake—the thing that you’d 
like to keep in the closet and say, “That’s over.” Your painful 
experience can become your greatest ministry to others. 
 
B. Use them to motivate others 
 
By showing that you understand what they’re going through 
and that you empathize with their pain—because you’ve been 
there—gives you credibility to motivate others when they’re 
discouraged. Your experiences can be inspirational because 
you got through what they are going through and are ok. 
1Thessalonians 5:11 says, “So encourage each other and 
build each other up, just as you’re already doing.” 
 
C. Use them to model for others 
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God wants you to use your painful experiences so people who 
are going through what you have gone through can see how 
to handle the challenges. Your life becomes a model they can 
follow to live in a way that brings more honor, glory and 
praise to Jesus Christ. By how you treat your spouse, your 
children and your attitude about your career. They can think 
differently about money and how to earn it, spend it, invest it, 
tithe it, and give to others. Philippians 3:17 says, “Dear 
brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and 
learn from those who follow our example.” Paul was 
warning the church that there are people trying to influence 
you, and their conduct shows they are really enemies of 
Christ. They’re headed for destruction because their God is 
their appetite, the shameful things they do and what they 
think about. You don’t have to be perfect to be a model for 
others. God has shaped your life so you are shaped for 
service. You are actually designed to make a difference!  
Poli, Katia and Gabby—pick up your Mic and come stand 
next to Pastor Scott now! 
 
D. Use them to mentor others 
 
Mentoring is far more intentional than simply ministering to 
someone when they’re hurting, or motivating them when 
they’re down, or modeling and giving them an example. 
Mentoring is when you actually say, “I’m going to take an 
interest in this particular person’s life, and I will help them 
along.” 1 John 1:3 says, “We proclaim to you what we 
ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may 
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.” Proverbs 25:11-12 
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says, “Timely advice is lovely, like golden apples in a 
silver basket. To one who listens, valid criticism is like a 
gold earring or other gold jewelry.” I Timothy 4:12, 
“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are 
young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in 
the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your 
purity.” 
 
(Picture of Poli family - Scott introduces them) 
(Polis begin their testimonies) 


